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Police investigate prank caller 


By Christine Danyow 
News Editor 


Colchester police are inves- 
tigating a series of inappropriate 
prank calls made on campus 
since March 29. 

More than 25 students have 
made reports to campus security, 
and Security Officer Steve 
Cushing said they estimate the 
caller has made between 150 and 
200 calls, based on other stu- 
dents’ saying their friends 
received calls too, but didn’t 
report them. 

Police have no suspects, but 
St. Michael’s Security, Infor- 
mation Technology and Verizon 
have put traces on several lines 
within the campus phone system, 
to see if they could catch the 


of the season. 


caller’s phone number. 

One line was called, and an 
unidentified number was record- 
ed. The Colchester police officer 
in charge of the case, Tyler 
Kinney, said Monday they were 
still of trying to identify the num- 
ber. 

The number was not within 
the campus telephone system, but 
that did not mean it couldn’t be a 
cell phone, St. Michael’s Security 
Director Peter Soons said. A trace 
could not be put on the entire 
campus system, Soons said, so it 
makes it harder to track the caller. 

The numbers called are ran- 
dom, Soons and Cushing said. — 

At 7 a.m. on March 29, the 
caller dialed a certain number 
and worked his way up sequen- 
tially, with only a minute or two 


Don’t like the weather, wait 5 minutes 


for each call, Cushing said. 

“We're convinced he’s not 
looking for any specific person,” 
Cushing said. 

While women seem to attract 
inappropriate sexual comments 
from the caller, Security has got- 
ten one report from a male on 
campus, although the caller 
reportedly tends to hang up on 
men. 

The caller reportedly has a 
raspy voice and has identified 
himself as Ryan Sylvester on 
occasion, Cushing said. There is 
no listing of a Ryan Sylvester in 
the St. Michael’s online student 
directory. 

Junior Julia Boynton said 
she received phone calls between 


See PRANK CALLER, Page 2 
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Senior Kevin Ford scrapes the ice and snow off his car in what Vermonters hope is the last snow storm 








KnightVision shows improvements 


By Scott McLuskey 
Staff Writer 


While some students have 
reported problems with the 
KnightVision registration sys- 
tem, Information Technology 
officials said things seemed to 
improve since last year. 

“From what I have wit- 
nessed, it went very well,” said 
Erin Slattery, assistant director of 
Enterprise Application at IT. “In 
previous registrations, my phone 
was ringing before 7 in the morn- 
ing. This time I got just three 
phone calls between 7 and noon, 
and those were just password 
issues.” 

New hardware for the Web 
server products equipped with 
software that has more memory 
was also installed in January, 
Slattery said. IT also worked with 
the software vendor, Datatel, 


doing various tests, and side-by- 
side comparisons, which showed 
KnightVision should be signifi- 
cantly improved. 

“We had commitment from 
the vice president software com- 
pany (Datatel) that there would 
be resolution,” Slattery said. 

Some students reaped the 
benefits of IT’s improvements. 

“Well, I thought that this reg- 
istration period was the best one 
that I have done so far,” junior 
Josh Doyon said. “There were a 
few problems at the beginning, 
but 20 minutes in, it wasn’t that 
bad.” 

Others were not so fortunate. 

“KnightVision has outdone 
itself once again,” sophomore 
Mike Duffy said. “It manages to 
operate less and less efficiently 
each year.” 

The main technical issue fac- 
ing KnightVision is trying to 


i} 


accommodate 300 to 400 stu- 
dents who are trying to access the 
system at one time. The system 
cannot always handle the extra 
traffic and crashes as a result, 
Slattery said. The administration 
has taken note of the problem. 

IT enlisted a sample group of 
119 students earlier in the semes- 
ter to test the system through a 
mock registration. Students went 
through a normal registration 
process, and IT monitored how 
the KnightVision system handled 
it, Associate Dean Bill Wilson 
said. The idea was to put a strain 
on the system to find out where 
the problems are occurring. 

Slattery said the test wasn’t 
entirely successful because there 
was not enough strain on the sys- 
tem. IT ran other simulation tests 
as well. 


See KNIGHTVISION, Page 2 
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Old college 
furniture to go 
to charities 


By Kristen Braley 
Staff Writer 


Students have sat on them 
comfortably, and now those in 
need will be able to use their old 
furniture thanks to the new vol- 
unteer organization called 
Saving for Others Furniture 
Association. 

This group of seven first- 
year students is asking people to 
donate their used couches, tables, 
futons, loveseats and chairs to 
SOFA, which will then donate 
them to charities such as the 
Boys & Girls Clubs of America, 
Women Helping Battered 
Women and the Vermont 
Refugee Resettlement Program. 

“There is a... (large) amount 
of furniture that students don’t 
want for whatever reason that 
gets left on the campus, on the 
sides of streets, burned, smashed, 
and whatever remains gets taken 
to the dump,” ‘said first-year 
Anna Michael, a SOFA member. 
“We are in the process of organ- 
izing a way to save this furniture 
and donate it to ReCycle North 
and other organizations.” 

This is the first attempt by a 
St. Michael’s group to coordinate 
the pick-up, transport and stor- 
age of furniture. There have been 
prior attempts with ReCycle 
North and the Committee on 
Temporary Shelter to pick up 
furniture, but none of them has 
been successful, Director of 
Facilities Dave Cutler said. 

The idea came out of an 
honors Peace and Justice first- 
year seminar class. During one 
class, first-year student Heather 
Rideout, a member of the group, 
recalled people: selling furniture 
at the beginning of the school 
year, which sparked the idea to 
create the organization, said 
first-year Andrew Bolduc, a 
member. 

“T think that this projects a 
great idea,? said the Rev. 
Michael Cronogue, S.S.E., from 
the Edmundite Center for Peace 
and Justice. “I know that a lot of 
the furniture on campus could be 
put to good use by many people 
in our community. The Peace and 
Justice first-year seminars have 
been encouraging our students to 
become involved in the commu- 
nity.” 

SOFA used the University of 
Vermont’s program as a model. 
During the move-out period, the 
UVM recycling staff set up large 
collection boxes in each hall 
lobby to collect clothing, food 


See SOFA, Page 3 
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St. Michael’s College Security Log 


Excerpts from the March 26 - - April 1 security reports. Courtesy of the St. Michael’s College Office of Security. 


Friday, March 26 
12:05 a.m. Noise complaint at Alumni Hall 
1:23 a.m. Vehicle stop on Campus Road 
1:26 a.m. Noise complaint at Ryan Hall 
3:38 a.m. Vandalism in the Quad 
Mischief at Alumni Hall 
1:51 p.m. Lockout at Linnehan Hall 
3:29 p.m. Motor vehicle accident at 300s Townhouses 
Lockout at Jeanmarie Hall 
4:49 p.m. Lockout at Joyce Hall 
Alcohol violation at Ryan Hall 
Power outage at Alumni Hall 
9:10 p.m. Vandalism at Founders Hall 
11:20 p.m. Drunkenness at Ryan Hall 
11:30 p.m. Noise complaint at 100s Townhouses 
11:38 p.m. Nuisance complaint at Alumni Hall 


3:41 a.m. 


4:06 p.m. 


5:58 p.m. 
8:43 p.m. 
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Saturday, March 27 
12:58 a.m. Mischief at Hodson Hall 
1:06 a.m. Mischief at 100s Townhouses 
1:25 a.m. Fire alarm at Alumni Hall 
1:33 a.m. Complaint at 100s Townhouses 
9:52 a.m. Suspicious person on North Campus 
10:08 a.m. Plumbing call at 400s Townhouses 
11:04 a.m. Lockout at Hamel Hall 
11:59 a.m. Lockout at Lyons Hall 
12:27 p.m. Fireworks at 400s Townhouses 
2:56 p.m. Lockout at Hamel Hall 
5:04 p.m. Physical Plant assistance at Founders Hall 
5:19 p.m. Suspicious person at Linnehan Hall 


10:42 p.m. Alcohol violation at Alumni Hall 

11:05 p.m. Safety incident at 200s Townhouses 
11:10 p.m. Noise complaint on Johnson Avenue 
11:30 p.m. Towed vehicle at Founders Hall 
11:36 p.m. Physical Plant assistance at Alliot Hall 


Sunday, March 28 


12:32 a.m. Physical plant assistance at Alliot Hall 
1:21 a.m. Disorderly conduct at 200s Townhouses 
2:02 a.m. Physical Plant assistance at Alliot Hall 
3:10 a.m. Motor vehicle accident near Alumni Hall 
7:36 a.m. Honeywell alarm at Ross Sports Center 
7:44 a.m. Heat call at Founders Hall 

11:56 a.m. Lockout at Founders hall 

12:41 p.m. Honeywell alarm at Cheray Hall 
1 p.m. Lockout at Cashman Hall 


1:14 p.m. Lockout at Ryan Hall 


2:45 p.m. Suspicious person at Durick Library 
3:53 p.m. Lockout at Joyce Hall 

4:26 p.m. Fire alarm at Cashman Hall 
4:41 p.m. Drug violation at Cashman Hall 
4:57 p.m. Lockout at Linnehan Hall 

5:02 p.m. Lockout at Cashman Hall 

6:37 p.m. Vandalism at 400s Townhouses 


Monday, March 29 


3:24 a.m. Mischief at Doc Jacobs Field 


8:55 p.m. Complaint at Cashman Hall 


Continued from Page 1 


6 and 6:30 a.m. on both March 29 
and 30. The caller was making a 
groaning noise, Boynton said. 

“I wasn’t really worried, but 
I was a littler weirded out when I 
heard. other. people. had _ gotten 
calls, too,” Boynton said. “I was 
a little concerned the next day, 
too.” 

Sophomore Kaitlyn Rae 
received two calls around 4 a.m. 
on March 29. She said a man 
with a raspy voice made inappro- 
priate sexual comments. 

“T have a friend with aller- 


10:19 p.m. Physical Plant assistance at Ryan Hall 
10:40 p.m. Odor violation at Ryan Hall 


gies and asthma, so at first I was 
worried if it was someone I 
knew,” Rae said. “Afterwards, I 
was a little scared to walk to the 
bathroom.” 

Rae reported the incident to 
Security. 

Security 
University of Vermont and 
Champlain College to see if they 
had any related phone calls on 
their campus. 

UVM Police Chief Gary 
Margolis said they have not had a 
rash of prank calls recently, 
although they have had similar 
instances in the past. 


contacted the. 


11:32 p.m. Fire alarm at Alumni Hall 


Tuesday, March 30 


4:35 a.m. Harassment at Joyce Hall 


5:46 a.m. Safety incident on Campus Road 


7:41 a.m. Physical Plant assistance at Ryan Hall 
8:02 a.m. Towed vehicle at Hoehl Welcome Center 


4:47 p.m. Lockout at 400s Townhouses 
5 p.m. Complaint at 100s Townhouses 
5:28 p.m. Lockout at 300s Townhouses 
8:52 p.m. Complaint at Salmon Hall 
9:55 p.m. Lockout on Johnson Avenue 


Wednesday, March 31 
6:38 a.m. Vandalism at Purtill Hall 
9:16 a.m. Lockout at 300s Townhouses 
5:46 p.m. Unsecured door at Founders Hall 


7:53 p.m. Complaint at 300s Townhouses 


Thursday, April 1 
12:02 a.m. Escort to Lyons Hall 
12:20 a.m. Unsecured door at Ryan Hall 
1:11 a.m. Vandalism at Ryan Hall 
5:13 p.m. Lockout at Founders Hall 
5:14 p.m. Lockout at Alumni Hall 
6:29 p.m. Lockout at Founders Hall 
7:26 p.m. Medical assistance at Alliot Hall 
7:56 p.m. Odor violation at Ryan Hall 


11:28 p.m. Unsecured door at Jeanmarie Hall 


11:32 p.m. Unsecured door at St. Edmund’s Hall 


PRANK CALLER: 25 students report calls at all hours of the day 


Kinney said the caller, if 
caught, could be charged with 
disorderly conduct by telephone, 
a misdemeanor in Vermont, and 
punishable in extreme cases by 
up to two years in prison or a fine 
of $1,000 or less. If the caller is a 


_juvenile, however, Kinney said —._ 


police would contact the parents 
and speak with them. 

“In this case, he would prob- 
ably get some sort of fine or pro- 
bation,” Kinney said. 

Security is advising students 
not to engage the caller in con- 
versation, Soons said. 

“We shouldn’t give him a 


reason to call back,” Soons said. 
“If he continues to call the same 
person, though, report it.” 

Cushing said the calls defi- 
nitely aren’t personal, although 
the nature of the calls does raise 
concerns. 


put across, is that this person 
doesn’t know you,” Cushing said. 
“My concern as a security officer 
is, if he doesn’t fulfill his need by 
prank calls, what will he do 
next?” 





KNIGHTVISION: 


Some students still 


struggling, while IT sees improvements 


Continued from Page 1 


“The problem with the simu- 
lation program is that it may not 
be simulating all of the things 
that happen during registration,” 
Slattery said. “Problems students 
face, such as having trouble with 
passwords, hitting the ‘enter’ key 
too much, or getting through reg- 
istration and not realizing errors 
with classes, are not evident in a 
simulation.” 

One participant was happy 
with his results in the test. 

“I thought the study went 
well. There were only two class- 
es I didn’t get,” junior Howard 
D’Angelo, a participant in the 
registration study, said before the 
registration process. “I use 
KnightVision for a lot of other 
reasons, and [| think the only 
thing that needs to be improved is 
the registration, and I guess we’ ll 
see in the upcoming registra- 
tion.” 

The college did not get a lot 
out of the tests, Wilson said. Half 
the battle is students getting 
ready to register, he said. 
Preparing to register by follow- 


Os SAA. calli 
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ing hints for registration provid- 
ed by the registrar and going to 
the KnightVision Web site can 
increase the chances of a smooth 
registration, Wilson said. This 
alone does not create a flawless 
KnightVision system come regis- 
tration, Wilson said, but it can 
help. ; 

“We will not sleep well 
tonight,” Wilson said the night 
before registration began on 
April 1. “It is unacceptable to 
have a service that doesn’t pro- 
vide the students as best as it 
could.” 

IT plans to continue working 
out problems with Datatel, 
although Slattery said she 
thought they were over the first 
major hurdle. The registrar plans 
to send out a student survey to 
assess this semester registration 
process. 

“We encourage people to 
participate,” Slattery said about 
the survey. “We want to hear 
from students. They’re the ones 
who use it most.” 


Additional reporting by 


Christine Danyow, news editor. 
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directions 





- Middle School 


= Take Route 15 for ONE MILE into Winooski to four- 
way intersection with Route 7 

= Continue straight through the intersection onto 
Malletts Bay Avenue for THREE AND A HALF MILES 

= At intersection with Blakely Road, take a RIGHT then 
immediately take a LEFT into Malletts Bay School, and 
continue along road to Colchester Middle School 


more information: Call Josh at 654-6061 
rain date: Sunday, April 18 - same time, same place 


FREE CAR WASHIN 






date: Saturday, April 17 
timme: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
location: Colchester 







held by: Colcheste? High 
School Baseball Program 






donati 
will 













“The main thing we want to. _ 


+ ' ; : .u * Yo ae be bo at @ wh nwt a 
The Defender * Wednesday, April 7, 2004 * Issue Number 18 





NEWS 


Dr. Jennie, please report to Student Activities | 


10-year effort 
earns Cernosia 
education degree 


By Mark Byron 
Staff Writer 


“Think of yourself as a very 
small pencil in the hand of a writ- 
ing God, sending a love letter to 
the world,” Mother Teresa once 
said. 

This quote hangs in the 
office of Michael Samara, the 
dean of Student Affairs. Every 
time Samara reads these words he 
thinks of Jennifer Cernosia. 

Cernosia has been the direc- 
tor of Student Activities at St. 
Michael’s for 26 years. Samara 
did a national search to find 
Cernosia. She was the first and 
one of the best decisions he has 
made at St. Michael’s, Samara 
said. 

“Jennie is very dedicated, 
very student-centered, an excel- 
lent educator, and has been won- 
derfully loyal to St. Michael’s 
and the students for a very long 
time,” Samara said. “She’s also a 
great listener and mother.” 

Cernosia recently received 
her doctorate in education and 
defended her dissertation at the 
University of Vermont. The 140- 
page dissertation took Cernosia 
four years to write. It is a scholar- 
ly personal narrative telling her 


SOFA: Group to donate old college furniture to local charities | ELECTIONS 


Continued from Page 1 


and small household items. 

Outside each residence hall 
they have “take it or leave it” 
areas for furniture, carpets and 
larger items. UVM invites 
ReCycle North and other non- 
profit organizations to drive 
around and pick up whatever 
they want. 

“Setting up and coordinating 
a program takes a bit of labor, 
time and planning, but with stu- 
dent input, St. Michael’s can get 
it started,” said Erica Spiegel, the 
recycling, waste and surplus 
manager at UVM. 

St. Michael’s and UVM are 
not necessarily going to work 
together, Spiegel said. 

The students contacted Vice 
President of Student Affairs 
Michael Samara to ask for con- 
sent to establish the group. 

“Andrew (Bolduc) talked 
with me about his idea, and I 
thought it was great,” Samara 
said. “If there is a storage or 
resale component of the furniture 
collected for the program, then 
that would mandate some 
thoughtful discussion.” 

“We are leaning away from 
that option (reselling the furni- 
ture) as much as possible due to 
other complications,” Michael 
said. 

SOFA would need permis- 
sion from the President’s 
Cabinet, a group of vice presi- 
dents of the college, which would 
either vote in support or against 
the resale of furniture, said Vice 
President of Finance Neal 


story as a Catholic 
educator. Cernosia 
said it details how 
she bears witness to 
learning traditions of 
St. Michael’s, both 
personally and pro- 
fessionally. 

“The defense 
was on my duty of 
care,” Cernosia said. 
“I believe duty of 
care to be less a legal 
standard than a moral 
imperative, however, 
particularly those of 
us who work at insti- 
tutions that provide a 
college education in 
light of the Catholic 
faith.” 

Her dissertation 
discussed the explo- 
ration of one's heart, 
engagement of one's 
head and éxtension- 
sof one’s hand. The 
exploration of the 
heart expressed love through 
moral characters and human dig- 
nity. Engagement of the head 
expressed reason through excel- 
lence and truth. The extension of 
the hand expressed care through 
community service. 

“In this scholarly personal 
narrative, I research duty and 
care, both philosophically and 
theologically,” Cernosia said. 
“My personal story is woven 


Robinson said. 

SOFA members also 
approached the Student 
Association on March 23 to ask 
for guidance in their next steps as 
a group. SOFA is not seeking 
club recognition or money from 
the S.A. at this time. 

“They had wanted to gain 
support first and foremost from 
the students in the S.A. and 
beyond,” S.A. President Corinne 
O’Connor said. “To think that we 
have all of this leftover furniture 
on campus that goes into a dump 
somewhere, why not make it a 
charitable cause, giving to the 
greater community, not just the 
landfill?” 

In past years, students have 
set their furniture on fire in the 
300s field. At the end of last year, 
a trash container provided by 
Physical Plant was ablaze, with 
flames reaching almost to the 
third-floor window of Ryan Hall. 

Transportation was SOFA’s 
biggest concern. Physical Plant 
was reluctant to aid in their pro- 
gram, because time and labor are 
tight at the end of the year. 

“If we aren’t able to get help 
via ways on campus, we would 
just use our vans and cars and 
take multiple trips,” Bolduc said. 
“T am totally confident that our 
project will come through.” 

After a meeting last week, 
SOFA told Brian Biron, assisstant 
director of grounds and special 
services, the furniture pick-up 
would be at the beginning of 
finals week of school versus the 
end, when Physical Plant is its 
busiest. Members of SOFA said 





Photo by Amy Weinstock 
Student Activities Director Jennie Cernosia earned her 
doctorate after composing a 140-page dissertation. 


through the moral, intellectual 
and social traditions of the 
Catholic Church as well as the 
Edmundite learning Traditions 
that frame our educational mis- 
sion at St. Michael’s College.” 

St. Michael's senior Laura 
McDaniel, who attended the 
defense, described it as phenom- 
enal. McDaniel said Cernosia 
was so impressive, McDaniel 
was smiling at one point and cry- 
ing the next. 


that Physical Plant is willing to 
help in any way they can. 

Biron said much of the furni- 
ture that is left behind at the end 
of the year is in poor condition. 
About 10 percent of the furniture 
disposed of would be suitable for 
salvage and repair, said James 
Farrington, associate director of 
architectural and design services. 

SOFA might try coordinating 
with ReCycle North to fix up the 
furniture before it goes to chari- 
ties or is sold at its facility. 

One problem with donating 
furniture is charity organizations 
cannot store it. 

“Having a project like SOFA 
as an on-campus collaborator is 
essential,” said Paul Lamberson, 
the marketing and outreach direc- 
tor at ReCycle North. “Two unat- 
tractive scenarios usually play 
out: good furniture gets cherry- 
picked by scavengers, leaving 
only the dregs for ReCycle 
North, or the weather or vandals 
take their toll on the furniture 
before we’re able to pick it up.” 

Members of the group said 
finding a storage facility to spon- 
sor their project was difficult. 
Businesses turned them down flat 
or told them they would have to 
pay like regular customers. 

Carl Laroe from Action 
Moving and _ Storage in 
Colchester agreed to help SOFA 
at no cost. Laroe offered SOFA a 
3,500-cubic-foot trailer to store 
the furniture over the summer, 
which charities would be allowed 
to access. 

“I figured that this project 
was for a good cause and I had 


“If I have ever met 
a dedicated person, 
Jennie would be one,” 
McDaniel said. “I was 
extremely affected.” 

Psychology  pro- 
fessor Susan Kuntz 
agreed was impressed 
that Cernosia finished 
her doctorate degree 
while working full 
time. Kuntz _ said 
Cernosia spent hours 
researching, days writ- 
ing and years thinking 
about her topic. 

Cernosia re- 
searched such theolo- 
gians as St. Thomas 
Aquinas, St. Augustine, 
Immanuel Kant and 
Soren Kierkegaard. 

“The results are 
inspirational to the 
reader,” Kuntz said. 
“This degree is a testi- 
mony to the college 
and the transformative 
aspect it has on one individual.” 

Cernosia has wanted to 
obtain her doctorate in education 
for the last 10 years. Once her 
sons entered high school, 
Cernosia became bored sitting at 
home, so she tackled this oppor- 
tunity. 

Cernosia has been very 
active at St. Michael’s during that 
time. She is involved in discipli- 
nary matters, residential life, stu- 


the equipment available,’ Laroe 
said. “So it was not a big deal for 
me to donate a trailer.” 

At the end of the summer, 
the furniture will either be 
thrown out or the group will try 
to sell it to students at the begin- 
ning of the next school year. 

Bolduc said if it came to sell- 
ing the furniture, the group would 
either donate the money to one of 
the charities with which they are 
affiliated or give the money to the 
Mobilization of Volunteer Efforts 
to be used in other projects. 

To become permanent pro- 
gram at St. Michael’s, SOFA 
decided to become an official 
MOVE program. The group 
spoke with Director Ann 
Giombetti, who said they pre- 
sented a solid plan and demon- 
strated that their program would 
suit the needs of the community. 

Bolduc, Rideout and 
Michael will serve as coordina- 
tors of the project and represent 
SOFA on the MOVE core team, 
Giombetti said. 

Giombetti said MOVE will 
probably give SOFA a few hun- 
dreds dollars for the first year just 
to see what types of activities 
require funding. 

One senior said she would 
consider donating to SOFA. 

“There’s no reason why fur- 
niture should be burned out in 
fields when people less fortunate 
could use it,” said senior Lauren 
Landrigan. 

The drop-off for furniture is 
on May 3, from 1 to 6 p.m., 
between Ryan and Joyce halls or 
at the North Campus parking lot. 


dent policy and many student- 
oriented programs, including 
Mobilization of Volunteer 
Efforts. She also sends and 
receives hundreds of e-mails 
every day. If someone loses a 
wallet or even a NALGENE bot- 
tle, Cernosia will send out an e- 
mail to.alert people on campus. 

“Jennie gives the college 
more than it asks for,’ Kuntz 
said. “Just her presence is a bless- 
ing to all who interact with her.” 

Sophomore Ryan Woods met 
Cernosia through the MOVE pro- 
gram and has been friends with 
her ever since. 

“She’s so involved with 
everything. You could meet her in 
any program,” Woods said. 

Cernosia's office contains 
tons pictures of students and fac- 
ulty whom she has grown close 
with during the past 26 years. The 
walls are also decorated with 
uplifting quotes and extravagant 
decorations. 

Cernosia said she hopes to 
use her doctorate in education to 
become a first-year seminar pro- 
fessor, preferably in peace and 
justice. If that time never arrives, 
however, Cernosia is content 
with her current position. 

“T like to think that I’m visi- 
ble on campus,” Cernosia said. 
“When I wake up in the morning, 
it's the first place I want to be. 
And when-I’m here, there's no 
place I’d rather be.” 
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Student Assocation 
President: Andrew Pavlofsky 
Vice President: Meghan 
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Class of 2007 


President: Nikia Murchie 
Vice President: Jen Kerns 
Secretary: Ember Oparowski 
Treasurer: Patrick O’Connor 
Senator: Ted Berg 

Senator: Mike Lombardi 


Class of 2006 


President: Jason McLaughlin 
Vice President: Krystal Wrinn 
Secretary: Gabrielle Gladding 
Treasurer: Kim Fahner 
Senator: Brian Gonzalez 
Senator: Robert Markowick 


Class of 2005 


President: Patrick Driscoll 
Vice President: Andrew 
Falzone 

Secretary: Margie Morley 
Treasurer: Tree Goretti 
Senator Allison Sherman 
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Editorial 
Spread the wealth 


Dear seniors, 

I regret to inform you that we have but 36 days left until 
Commencement. This means that in 36 days you are expected to 
have your life in order, complete with a job, housing arrangement 
and financial security. Also within this time the college is going 
to ask you to dip into your empty pockets and make a donation to 
the college before you leave. 

The main question is why? Why should seniors, many of 
whom have acquired a 10-year financial debt for a $120,000 edu- 
cation, consider shelling out more money to the college? Well, 
because apparently it’s important. The saying goes, “It’s better to 
give than to receive.” In this case, you’re doing both. After 
receiving this gift of a liberal arts education from a top, private, 
Catholic college, you have the power to do something that will 
allow this gift to carry on. The best part about it all is, the college 
has found a way for all students to give back, and it doesn’t have 
to be in terms of money. 

Brendan Kinney, a 1993 graduate and director of the col- 
lege’s annual fund, said alumni don’t always have to give a finan- 
cial gift, they can give their talents through career advisory net- 
works or they can even volunteer their time to service projects 
the college organizes in other cities. So this is why the excuse of 
“T don’t have the money” will no longer work. 

Believe it or not, even the brokest of the broke can give the 
gift of money. Kinney said there is a common misconception that 
students have to give a lot to make an impact. But it’s not how 
much a person gives, but how many times. Overall alumni partic- 
ipation is one of the key factors that affect a college’s overall 
rank nationwide and it is something that is important when a col- 
lege applies for a grant. Today, 30 percent of alumni give back to 
St. Michael’s after they graduate. Kinney said this percentage has 
remained the same for the past 12 years. Why isn’t this higher 
when everyone you ask has nothing but praise for the college? 
Could it be that people are in the dark about where the money 
goes? Here is a breakdown of your dollar: 

34 cents to academic programs 

23 cents to student financial aid 

20 cents to campus life (residence halls, Alliot facilities) 
12 cents to support administration 

11 cents to student life 

Kinney says your buck is immediately spent on your needs 


and doesn’t go to feed the ever-hungry, ever-greedy college mon- 
ster as you might have thought. 

In case you haven’t heard, the class gift is a flagpole. I’m not 
saying I agree with the need for one or that it’s actually some- 
thing worthwhile, but it was made clear to me that it is important 
to donate toward it. We have raised $2,000 of the $7,000 needed. 
That means only 11 percent took the step and made the contribu- 
tion. Last year, 36 percent of the Class of 2003 contributed 
toward their clock. I’m sure we can do better than that, and I 
know 2004 can surely do better than 11 percent. 

So how about it? Do you think you can give up one 
Domino’s St. Mike’s Special or a night out at Cinema 9 and help 
the college that has helped you with those scholarships all these 
years? That doesn’t seem too much to ask. 


O (Jerdaaey 


Cate Westberg 
Executive Editor 


Contact The Defender 
SMC BOX 275 


defender@smcvt.edu 





The Defender Mission Statement 


As the editorial staff of The Defender, the student-run newspa- 
per of St. Michael’s College, we strive to accurately, professionally 
and ethically report the news affecting. the lives of students in the 
community. 

The decisions we make with regard to content and style are our 
own, and are influenced only by our goal of both informing and 
entertaining our readers. 

We believe in the freedom of expression. We encourage our 
readers to express their views at any time. 

The Defender publishes letters to the editor in response to arti- 
cles that we have printed in the paper and issues on campus. The 
Defender does not publish anonymous letters. Letters will be edited 
only for grammar, spelling and good taste. 





Photo of the week 





Photo by Josh Cooper 
The Rev. Brian Cummings, S.S.E., hands out palms with senior Mark Hamylak at the Palm Sunday Mass. 


Letters to the Editor 


Where are the checks and balances? 


As a political science major and as a person 
who is concerned about the direction of this coun- 
try, I am tired of the College Republicans’ tirades 
against the liberal bias on campus. In the March 31 
edition of The Defender, they once again com- 
plained about the personal views of the members of 
the political science department and raised concerns 
about a liberal bias.on campus. I have no problem 
with them raising their concerns; however they 
have yet to offer what their viewpoints are. They 
rant about how their viewpoints are being 
oppressed. However, I still don’t know what their 
viewpoints are. 

Specifically, in the March 31 column, they 
complain that The Defender only prints columns 
that “bash or criticize President Bush.” Instead of 
continually complaining about how no columns are 
written, write one. Let’s talk about the issues that 
are affecting this country. Let’s talk about the envi- 
ronment, educational policy, terrorism, and other 
important issues that will be raised in the coming 
election. I find this far more productive than con- 
tinually whining. In all the articles and columns I 
have read about the College Republicans, they have 
stated that they are here to bring an “alternative” 
viewpoint to campus. Let’s do it! 

They also claim that they will make sure that 
“what is expressed on this campus ... has a check 


and balance.” However, there was no response 
printed in The Defender to their column. Why were 
they not making sure that there was a check and bal- 
ance? If they feel that Republicans are “represent- 


ed in a negative light” then they should be talking 
about what is positive about the conservative view- 
point. To this date, they have not informed me. 

I also feel that I must comment on the political 
science department as I have had an excellent expe- 
rience with the professors. They are good people, 
great professors, and fair. Are they liberal in their 
personal views? Yes. However, in the classroom, all 
viewpoints are taken into consideration. There is no 
indoctrination and certainly no disrespect. If the 
College Republicans are so concerned about receiv- 
ing “both sides of an issue,” then why aren’t they 


complaining about other departments? Are there 


any atheists in the religious studies department? 
How many religions are represented in that depart- 
ment? 

Ihave no problem with the College 
Republicans or Democrats as long as they are talk- 
ing about issues. I want to hear from the 
Republicans about why President Bush should be 
re-elected even though he has destroyed the envi- 
ronment and alienated other countries. I want to 
hear from the Democrats why I should trust that 
John Kerry, who voted for a war of choice in Iraq 
and has supported many other of President Bush’s 


initiatives, will be a better president than the current 


one. The time has come for viewpoints to be dis- 
cussed and to set aside the continual ranting. 


JP Isabelle 
Class of 2005 
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Speaking for College Republicans, a College Democrat 


A recent letter written by the College 
Republicans accuses the SMC community 
of possessing a liberal bias. The political 
science department was the victim of most 
of these assertions. It was alleged that 
these professors have corrupted the class- 
room with liberal rhetoric while they 
attempt to brainwash their students into 
left wingers. This same rhetoric is used 
when discussing American media. I submit 
to you that such opinions are misleading 
and prevent honest academic debate. 

I am a junior political science major 
who has taken multiple political science 
courses with nearly all of the department’s 
professors, unlike the leadership of the 
College Republicans. These professors do 
an outstanding job on a daily basis by pro- 
viding open forums for discussion and 
clear and concise lectures. 

If we are to assume that political sci- 
ence professors brainwash their students 
with liberal propaganda, then we assume 
that students are empty vessels eagerly 
agreeing with all incoming liberally biased 
information. I give SMC students more 
credit than this. I believe that SMC stu- 
dents are capable of thinking for them- 
selves. The College Republicans apparent- 
ly do not. 

Determining whether or not these pro- 
fessors are politically liberal is not the 
issue. The issue is whether or not their 
beliefs corrupt the ability to teach. I 
believe that it does not. 

When students offer their opinions, 
and they are successfully shot down by a 
professor, the College Republicans would 
have you believe that the professor was in 

some way biased. This is not the case. An 


wails : 2 





The March 31 issue of The Defender 
at long last satisfied one of my unfulfilled 
ambitions: to see myself quoted in a 
Defender headline. Alas, newspaper 
reporters often have to simplify complex 
arguments to fit their story into available 
column inches or short Web article. As 
repeated in The Defender, the further 
abbreviated quotation wholly obscured its 


meaning. Let me put the record ‘straight .. 


and reproduce more of the interview I gave 
to the Echo (incidentally, this is why I pre- 
fer to be interviewed via e-mail): 

“But let’s get real, when did poor lil’ 
Republicans become an oppressed minori- 
ty around here? I cannot take seriously 
your contentions that only now can they 
‘finally feel comfortable expressing their 
conservative views.’ What dishonest rub- 
bish! There is no shortage of conservative 
expression in this country or on this cam- 
pus. Most of my students are center-right.” 

What I dismissed as “Dishonest 
Rubbish” is the contention that conserva- 
tive voices are absent at SMC. Indeed, 
there are even conservative voices in my 
assigned readings and teaching, although 
they are often not recognized as such. This 
term alone I have assigned Mary Glennon, 
“The Federalist Papers,” Robert Bork and 
of course, the United States Supreme 
Court — not a liberal among them. To quote 
myself further, immediately after suggest- 
ing a definition of “bias” as an unexamined 
assumption, I added: 

“The key point is that such beliefs 
remain unacknowledged and therefore 
unexamined. They act as selective filters 
for the stimuli we encounter as we go 
about our day. Ideas that fit comfortably 
within our established belief system give 
us comfort and reassurance. We quickly, 
thoughtlessly, admit them into our con- 
sciousness and ascribe to them the status of 
‘truth,’ (or ‘objective’ or ‘unbiased’) no 
‘matter how. inconsistent, uninformed. or 


64 
If we are to assume that 
political science professors 
brainwash their students 
with liberal propaganda, 
then we assume that stu- 
dents are empty vessels 
eagerly agreeing with all 
incoming liberally-biased 
information. 


objective professor points out the holes in 
one’s argument. Professors have pointed 
out the fallacies of my arguments, which 
are sometimes liberal, just as they do with 
those holding conservative and Republican 
viewpoints. 

The College Republicans serve a use- 
ful purpose at SMC. Their ideas are worth- 
while for this campus. However, their 
obsession with liberal bias has prevented 
them from explaining conservative ideolo- 
gy. In the letter, the College Republicans 
mention the “conservative standpoint” 
numerous times. Yet they fail to tell the 
reader what that “standpoint” actually is. 
As a result, I find it to be my duty to 
explain to the college campus the differ- 
ences between conservatives and the 
Republican Party. 

Republicans tend to want smaller gov- 
ernment. They believe that excessive 
bureaucracy leads to inefficient governing, 
and in turn wastes taxpayer dollars. In 


rit 


a 
Ideas that are new, or 
don’t quite fit with our 
presuppositions, or — 
heaven forbid — challenge 
our cozy belief system, 
are likely to make us 
uncomfortable, nervous, 
even angry. 


just plain silly they might actually be. - 


Ideas that are new, or don’t quite fit with 
our presuppositions, or — heaven forbid — 
challenge our cozy belief system, are like- 
ly to make us uncomfortable, nervous, 
even angry. No one likes the resulting cog- 
nitive dissonance, so we tend to block such 
ideas out of our consciousness. We change 
the channel, throw away the magazine arti- 
cle, turn away from the conversation, 
refuse to complete an assigned text, or we 
label the ideas as ‘biased’ and dismiss 
them.” 

This is a very human reaction. We all 
would rather get on with our day without 
being ruffled. Unfortunately, such unex- 
amined presuppositions are imprisoning. 
They prevent us from advancing in our 
own knowledge of our world, they sepa- 
rate us from one another, divide society by 
class or race or whatever, and they confine 
each of us within our own narrow preju- 
dices. Could I suggest that the purpose of a 
liberal arts education is precisely to chal- 
lenge such presuppositions, to hold them 
up to the light of the day, and subject them 
to analysis and criticism? The student 
might well come away from the class with 
a better understanding of themselves, the 


-world. they. inhabit vand,. I dare say, an, 


response to inefficiencies, Republicans 
call for tax cuts and decreases in spending 
while maintaining a balanced budget. On 
the other hand, conservatives call for tax 
cuts, yet they refuse to cut spending. 
Conservatives tend to believe in the “trick- 
le down” theory of economics. 

Conservatives prefer that religion play 
an active role in society. They believe that 
the moral framework of our country has 
been threatened by the secular left. They 
maintain that “activist judges” are under- 
mining the Constitution with extra- 
Constitutional decisions. Republicans take 
individual liberty as a priority over reli- 
gion playing a more prominent role. 

Conservatives support a unilateralist 
approach to foreign policy, arguing that the 
interests of the United States should trump 
all other concerns (George W. Bush and 
Iraq). Republicans, while stressing that 
United States security is important, make 
the extra effort to round up allies in a mul- 
tilateral approach (George H. W. Bush and 
the Gulf War). 

There are certainly other aspects to 
conservative and Republican thinking, but 
why should I be the one explaining it? Is it 
because their leaders have failed to live up 
to their beliefs? Partially, yes. President 
Bush’s economic policies, namely large 
tax cuts for those making more than 
$200,000 per year, have led to record 
budget deficits«IThe lesson is simple: You 
cannot cut taxes while increasing spending 
and expect to have a balanced budget. 
Maybe the College Republicans do not 
want you to know what they really believe. 

The second reason the College 
Republicans fail to state their ideology is 


enhanced appreciation of their values. 
Alternatively, they may have to readjust 
their comfortable world view a bit. This 
can be unsettling, but to avoid intellectual 
engagement by labeling and dismissing 
ideas of others so as to preserve one’s prej- 
udices or blissful ignorance is the very def- 
inition of stupidity. 

In other words, through a liberal arts 
education one becomes liberated from 


- one’s own parochialism by examining 


ones own biases and replacing them with 
thoughtful, freely-chosen values that we 
openly acknowledge and subject to con- 
stant reflection and possible re-evaluation. 
Such is my goal in every class I teach. 

But now let me tell you of my all-too- 
frequent experience. Finding one’s presup- 
positions challenged is unpleasant. College 
should be, at least from time to time, 
unpleasant. It was for me, and I intend it to 
be for my students. Some of them resent it, 
and a few have told me so. I try to reassure 
them outright that they do not have to 
agree with me to get an A. Trust me, were 
I to grade students according to their 
agreement with my politics, no one would 
pass. Rather, I am interested in seeing that 
a student can articulate a clear position and 
can defend it in light of empirical evidence 
and political theory in a logically coherent 
way. 

I suppose some students are not satis- 
fied and insulate themselves from the chal- 
lenge by dismissing my class as “biased.” 
It’s a neat, self-serving trick, but what a 
cost they pay. I do not claim to have a lock 
on the truth — no one does. But by taking 
the easy way out, whether in my classes or 
others, these students deny themselves the 
opportunity to grow into fully autonomous 
and self-directed individuals. 

You might at this point review Plato’s 
“Allegory of the Cave.” You studied it in 
Introduction to Philosophical Problems 
and-perhaps elsewhere. 


for the mere fact of what it means for the 
American citizen. It means that 35 million 
people in poverty cannot seek governmen- 
tal aid in times of crisis. It means that 43 
million people cannot afford to make visits 
to the hospital because they have no health 
insurance. It means that the United States 
is viewed unfavorably by a super majority 
of the international community. Think of 
these from a moral perspective and you 
will see that it is immoral to shun those in 
poverty, it is immoral to prevent hard- 
working Americans from receiving health 
care, and it is immoral to threaten national 
security by increasing U.S. hatred. 
Conservatives ought to practice what they 
preach. 

Talk of bias on campus and in the 
media, when conservatives control multi- 
ple newspapers, talk radio, Fox News, the 
House, the Senate, the presidency, and the 
Supreme Court, diverts attention away 
from the concerns of the average 
American. 

I should not be the one explaining to 
others conservative ideology. This is the 
job of the College Republicans, or college 
conservatives (whatever they are). It 
would be beneficial for them to express 
this point of view. They have the opportu- 
nity to do so within The Defender through 
columns and letters. It is disappointing that 
they divert attention to nonissues. 
According to their letter, I must be a true 
Democrat, for I understand their conserva- 
tive point of view. I just wish that I did not 
have to deliver it for them. 


Michael Buxton, 
chairman of the College Democrats 


Welcoming St. Michael’s Republicans — with open minds 


Note what I am saying: Students tend 
to accuse their professors of “bias” when 
we challenge their biases and assume we 
are “objective” when we reaffirm their 
biases. If you doubt me, ask yourself when 
you last heard a teacher or a department 
criticized for being too Catholic, too status 
quo, {go conservative, or too willing to 
assume the benevolence of the American 
corporate structure, a docile press and two- 
party system in our public life. Is there a 
materialist in the philosophy department? 
Is there an atheist in the religious studies 
department? Does the business department 
have its resident Marxist? I have high 
regard for each of these departments. They 
are composed chiefly of hard-working and 
thoughtful teachers, so I do not doubt the 
academic integrity of their programs. But I 
wonder why they are not subject to the 
same criticism as the political science 
department. To be blunt, the criticism 
aimed at my department for “bias” stinks 
of hypocrisy. 

Alas, it does, but I would not want the 
College Republicans to feel unwelcome, 
so let me conclude with one more self- 
indulgent quotation: 

I welcome the Republican Club as I 
welcome (and assign) the expression of 
thoughtful conservative ideas. I encourage 
discussion from all across the political 
spectrum, so long as it is civil, reasoned 
and self-critical. I would also like to see a 
Democrat Club, a Socialist Club, a 
Communist Club, an Anarchist Club, a 
Jewish Club, an Atheist Club, some Hare 
Krishna types, a Dada Club, maybe a Peter 
Kropotkin Bridge Society, an Augustinian 
Soapbox Derby, a Hegelian Rowing Club, 
an Emma Goldman Drum and Bugle 
Corps, even a a Committee in Solidarity 
with Britney Spears. 


~ John Hughes, 
political science department 
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Terrorists have found a friend in George W. Bush 


The Bush administration is facing questions and avoiding responsibility for the September 11 attacks 


By Steve Meck 
Daily Targum 
(Rutgers University) 


NEW BRUNSWICK, N.J. — 
After more than two years of 
avoiding questioning about their 
prior knowledge of the Sept. 11 
attacks, the Bush administration 
has recently begun to face ques- 
tions concerning the nature of the 
attacks. 

Although the Bush adminis- 
tration has been fairly successful 
in avoiding responsibility for the 
attacks by lying and withholding 
testimony, the facts show they are 
guilty of being aware of the threat 
of terror attacks and abetting the 
terrorists by not warning the 
American people. In addition, the 
Bush administration used the 
grief of the American people to 
pursue its own self-serving agen- 
da. 

George W. Bush has claimed 
“Had I known that the enemy was 
going to use airplanes to strike 
America, to attack us, I would 
have used every resource, every 
asset, every power of this govern- 
ment to protect the American 
people.” 

This is an outright lie; sever- 
al American intelligence sources 
knew of such a possible attack. 
The National Intelligence 
Council issued a report in 1999 
that explicitly warned of “Suicide 
bomber[s] belonging to al- 
Qaida” that “could crash-land an 
aircraft packed with high explo- 
sives” into American buildings. 

Even though the report was 
made before Bush took office, 
Ari Fleischer, former White 
House spokesman, said the 


Commentary 


administration was aware of the 
report. Sibel Edmonds of the FBI 
said the FBI knew of the plans 
prior to the terrorist attack, in 
spring 2001. She said, “There 
was general information about 
the time-frame, about methods to 
be used ... and about people being 
in place and who was ordering 
these sorts of terror attacks.” 

Bush’s knowledge of a pos- 
sible attack is also confirmed by a 
May 16, 2002, ABC News report 
stating, “White House officials 
acknowledged that U.S. intelli- 
gence officials informed 
President Bush weeks before the 
Sept. 11 attacks that Bin Laden’s 
terrorist network might try to 
hijack American planes.” 

The Bush administration 
took these warnings seriously, 
but only for their own sakes. 
Attorney General John Ashcroft 
stopped flying in commercial 
planes in July and instead opted 
for a $1,600 an hour personal jet. 


Top Pentagon officials were’ 


warned of “security concerns” 
and suddenly canceled travel 
plans on Sept. 10 for the next 
morning. American guinea pigs, 
also known as American citizens, 
were not given the warnings of a 
possible terrorist attack, nor were 
they offered personal jets. 
Condoleezza Rice defended 
not issuing a warning to the 
American people by saying, 
“You would have risked shutting 
down the American civil aviation 
system.” Apparently upsetting 
the flow of money to the airlines 


NETWORK PROBLEMS? 


As the year is winding down, The Defender staff has been 
hearing about students having problems with the St. 
Michael's network. If you have been having problems or lost 
work, we would like to hear from you. Please contact us at 
Ext. 2421 or via e-mail at defender@smcvt.edu and tell us 
what kind of problems have occurred. Please include your 


name and phone number. 


Answers to this week’s crossword 
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is more important than possibly 
saving American lives. 

The administration acted in 
just as self-serving of a manner 
after the attack as they had 
before. Intent on using the attack 
for personal gain, five hours after 
the Sept. 11 attacks Defense 
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld was 
telling his aides to come up with 
plans for striking Iraq. The fact 
that Iraq had nothing to do with 
the attack did not concern 
Rumsfeld. 

“Go massive,” Rumsfeld 
said. “Sweep it all up. Things 
related and not.” Most of the men 
who actually carried out the 
attack were Saudi Arabian, and 
the evidence shows the Saudi 
government had direct ties to the 
attack. Instead of following this 
up, the administration classified 
27 pages of a bipartisan report on 
the Sept. 11 attacks that exam- 
ined the Saudi royal families’ 
connection to the suicide hijack- 
ers so no one is allowed access to 
it. 

The Los Angeles Times 
reported “the 27 classified pages 
of a congressional report about 
Sept. 11 depict a Saudi govern- 
ment that not only provided sig- 
nificant money and aid to the sui- 
cide hijackers but also allowed 


potentially hundreds of millions 


of dollars to flow to al-Qaida and 
other terrorist groups through 
suspect charities and other 
fronts.” 

One might wonder how the 
administration has been able to 
get away with failing to prevent 
the terrorist attack, cover up who 
did it and then proceed to blame a 
country that had nothing to do 
with it. In the words of Bob 
McChesney, “It’s the media, stu- 
pid!” As pointed out in the highly 
researched book “Weapons of 
Mass Deception” by Sheldon 
Rampton and John Stauber, the 
media deliberately carried out a 
highly successful public relations 
campaign that sold the Iraqi war 
to the American public. 

A University of Maryland 


study showed most Americans 


who get their news from com- 
mercial television harbored at 
least one of three “mispercep- 
tions” about the Iraq war: That 
weapons of mass destruction had 
been discovered in Iraq, evidence 
closely linking Iraq to al-Qaida 
had been found or world opinion 
approved of the U.S. invasion. 
Fox News viewers were the most 
confused about key facts, with 80 
percent embracing at least one of 
those misperceptions. 

The study found a correla- 
tion between being misinformed 


and being supportive of the war. 

As for the Bush administra- 
tion’s testimony at the Sept. 11 
panel, do not expect much. Secret 
Pentagon papers instructed Colin 
Powell in his interview with the 
Sept. 11 panel to “Stay inside the 
line — we don’t need to puff this 
at all, we need to be careful as 
hell about it. This thing will go 
away soon and what will keep it 
alive will be one of us going over 
the line.” 

If the administration had any 
concern for disclosing the truth 
about Sept. 11 and bringing jus- 
tice to the perpetrators, why 
would they act as if the panel is a 
bad thing? 

The reason the Bush admin- 
istration has no concern for 
exposing the truth is because they 
are as guilty as the hijackers for 
the attack on Sept. 11. 

For abetment to murder, the 
Bush administration should stand 
trial for crimes against the 
American people. 

— U-Wire 


en Institute 
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CAMPUS SPEAKS 


What’s your favorite Easter 
candy and why? 


“White chocolate Easter 
bunnies’ ears first, ‘cause 
white chocolate’s my 
favorite.” 


Erin Crowley, ’06 


~ 


‘The chocolate eggs 
because | grew up on 
them.” 


Peter Soons, director of safety and 
security 


- “Chocolate bunnies 
because they were a covet- 
prize during Easter egg 
hunts as children, and you 
always eat them ears first.” 


awler, ‘07 


_ “Probably the Cadbury 

- creme eggs because I’ve 
been getting them forever. 
It’s a tradition.” : 


John Giminiani, ’06 


- “Cadbury creme eggs 
because of that bunny 
that sounds like a 
chicken.” | 


- Sarah Miller, ‘04 


: T he mini Cadbury eggs. 
_ They’re just really good. ” 


PAS Erin Poyant, ‘06 

















Photo from www.smittens.com 


The Smittens, a local band, will be performing during Allies for Ally from 6 to 7 p.m. on April 16. Band mem- 
bers from left to right are Max Andrucki, Dana Kaplan, David Zacharis, Colin Clary and Holly Chagnon. 


Allies prepare to teach 
SMC a lesson in equality 


Ally, straight/gay alliance, to host its first event 
to promote equality across entire college campus 


By Kashina M. Sylvester 
Features Editor 


On Friday, April 16, the Ally 
group will hold its first Allies for 


Ally Festival. The theme of. the. 


event will be equality. 

Planning for the event began 
last semester. It is scheduled to 
take place in Alliot Hall and 
begin with a display of artwork 
by St. Michael’s students, includ- 
ing sophomore Janet Cody. Cody 
said she has learned a lot about 
herself through art. Her drawing, 
a colored pencil and chalk pastel 
of a glass of water, is about each 
individual person’s interpretation 
of the reflection created and how 
something so simple can still 
have a greater meaning. 

“IT have always been fasci- 
nated by reflections,” Cody said. 
“They warp simple images into a 
personal dream world, unique to 
each individual. The artwork I 
submitted is an attempt to capture 
and share my own personal 
world.” 

Several clubs, including the 
Women’s Center, Peace and 
Justice, the Gender Club and the 
Political Science Club, were 
invited to set up informational 
tables. Each group can contribute 
to the event by portraying a dif- 
ferent aspect of equality. 

“Tt is something that needs to 
be stressed on all levels,” said 
senior Sarah Backe, a member of 
Ally and the Political Science 
Club. “The theme can be seen in 
many areas, and that is why we 
have asked several groups on 
campus for their. support. The 
Political Science Club is 
involved to help bring the aware- 
ness of equality within political 
issues that affect us.” 

A budget of $4,500 was set 
aside for the evening’s gifts, 
entertainment, food and advertis- 
ing. 





Photo by Amy Weinstock 
Sophomore Janet Cody will dis- 
play her artwork, including a col- 
ored pencil and pastel drawing of 
a glass of water, in Alliot Hall on 
April 16. Cody said her inspira- 
tion for the image came from the 
reflection of light through the 
water and how the change of 
shadoy, light, and direction can 
change someone’s perspective. 


“This is Ally’s big event for 
the year,” Ally adviser Linda 
Hollingdale said, “so we are pay- 
ing for the whole thing. The other 
groups are contributing by their 
presence.” 

But budget doesn’t seem to 
be the group’s main concern. 
Instead, it hopes to bring together 
the St. Michael’s community by 
alleviating fears, educating stu- 
dents and faculty, and inviting 
them to join the Ally family. 

“T hope that the student body 
comes away from Allies of Ally 
with a greater understanding of 
what equality means, as well as a 
better view of why Ally is here on 
campus,” sophomore Erin Wake- 
ham said. “I hope this event 
opens eyes on campus and gets 
more people involved with Ally.” 


Ce, a ee we eee ee Se 


The event will continue into 
the evening when festivities 
move into the Rathskeller, where 
an ice-cream sundae bar will 
accompany poetry, entertain- 
ment, and live music performed 
by students: and the: Smittens, a 
local band. 

“T think that given the band’s 
half-gay makeup, with boys and 
girls all working together to sing 
bad ass political songs and 
uncompromisingly open-minded 
underground anthems, probably 
made us seem a good fit for the 
event,” said Colin Clary, the 
band’s guitarist and son of St. 
Michael’s English. professor 
Nicholas Clary and Christine 
Clary, associate director for 
career development. 

The band is no stranger to 
playing at events promoting 
equality and supporting the 
GLBTQQ community — people 
who. are gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
transgendered, questioning and 
queer. It has played for several 
benefits, including an April 3 
show for Burlington’s Safe 
Space. 


Interested in 
attending? 


What: Allies for Ally 
Where: Alliot Hall 
When: Friday, April 16 


Students interested in dis- 
playing artwork during 
Allies for Ally should con- 
tact Linda Hollingdale in 
the LIGHT Office at ext. 
2728. 


Ally Meetings 
Wednesdays at 4 p.m. in 
the LIGHT Office, Alliot 
Room 121. 




















CONTAGIOUS 
KHYTHMS. of 


GUINEA 


rumming and dance filled the air 

of the Memorial Auditorium loft 

on Thursday, March 11. The ener- 
gy brought by Les Ballets Africains 
infused the loft with the culture of Guinea, 
West Africa. 

With more than 20 people participat- 
ing in the drum workshop, half the room 
was packed with chairs creating a circle, 
drums, drum bags and water. The work- 
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Women jump to the rhythm of the drummers. 


shop drew a diverse crowd. Young boys 
attended, as well as mothers who traveled 
from rural Vermont. ; 

Les Ballets Africains started the drum 
circle by giving a musical introduction of 
their own, which left many awestruck. 

The drum workshop consisted of a 
watch, listen and try method, which 
seemed rather successful until the rhythms 
became more complicated. 


As the hour-long workshop pro- 
gressed, the participants drank more water 
and melded into the West African culture. 
At times, many were drumming with eyes 
closed. 

A dance workshop following the 
drumming. About a dozen women partic- 
pated in this event fully clad in African 
garb and bare feet. 

Two members of Les Ballets Africains 





Two members of Les Ballets Africains show the 
group traditional dance moves from Guinea, 
West Africa. 


led the session while onlookers attempted 
to mirror their movements. 

Some of the people who participated 
in the drum workshop stayed to drum for 
the dancers. By the end of the dance ses- 
sion the women’s faces were drenched 
with sweat accented by a grinning mouth. 
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The leader of the instructional drum workshop gets lost in his 
work. His energy is contagious. 





A drummer follows the lead of other group members while striking a native beat. 





The hands of a practicing drummer rest between sets. 





A Les Ballets Africains drummer communicates in his native language to a woman learning a 
A Vermont woman learns additional drumming techniques. new technique. 
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MLK Talent Show 


On Friday April 2, the office of Multicultural 
Student Affairs hosted its 13th annual talent 
show. Thirteen. acts filled the evening with 
comedic antics, thought-provoking spoken 
word and moving song. Junior Melissa 
Koehler (above right) blew the judges away 
and took home first prize with her astounding 
vocals. At right, Pat Melvin (left) and Micah 
Sanguedolce also performed. 
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ARIES: (March 21-April 19) 

This week you'll find yourself stressed and in 
need of a little extra attention. The love of 
friends and family is great, but the love of 
a pet is unconditional. This might be the 
week to invest in a new friend. 


TAURUS: (April 20-May 20) 

You will look for love in all the right and 
obvious places, but what you refuse to 
understand is that there is a time and a 
place for everything, and now is not your 
time. 


GEMINI: (May 21-June 20) 

Luck with money doesn’t make you skilled 
with it. Take the advice of those around you 
and save the extra funds you came in to for 
a rainy day. 


CANCER: (June 21-July 22) 

The easiest way is not always the best way. 
Take time with your work this week, buckle 
down and avoid taking shortcuts. 


LEO: (July 23-Aug. 22) 

When family or friends need help and 
won't ask for it, it’s up to you to be percep- 
tive of their needs and help them solve their 
problems. 


VIRGO: (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 

Don't let the pessimism of others limit your ' 
positive outlook. Your unique Yiewpoint _ 1 
the key to your success5 = 


LIBRA: (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 

This week eating right, getting the sleep you 
need and making time for plenty of rest can 
boost your energy level, lower stress and 
help to clear your mind. 


SCORPIO: (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
You missed last week’s chance at fun. Take 
advantage of this week’s romance opportu- 
nity. You might find love in someone you 
never would have considered. 


SAGITTARIUS: (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 

Don’t become so preoccupied in your rela- 
tionship that you miss what’s going on 
around you. Flowers are blooming and the 
snow is gone. Get out and enjoy the great 
outdoors or invite it in by investing in a pet. 


CAPRICORN: (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 

You shouldn’t be so concerned with the 
future that you forget about the present. 
The decisions you make today can make or 
break your future. 


AQUARIUS: (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 

Some time this week, wires will become 
crossed and a different interpretation of 
what you had to say will cause conflict. 
There’s no use reasoning with those who 
refuse to listen. Let them cool off before 
explaining your side. 


PISCES: (Feb. 19-March 20) 

Your kind nature will cause you to defend 
an unlikely victim. But those who are thank- 
ful for being saved can often make unwant- 
ed friends. 
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Hellboy is a tough-talking, hard-hitting, cigar-smoking lonesome hero 
in this recent comic-book inspired movie about a demon gone good. 


One ‘Hell’ 
of a movie 


By Abby Sweetser 
A&E Editor 


It seems these days all you 
have to do to make a quick mil- 
lion is write a comic book, sit 
back and wait for the movie 
execs to come to you. Next thing 
you know we’re going to see a 
Family Circle movie. 

Don’t get me entirely wrong, 
I enjoy comic books and comic 
book movies as much as the next 
geek, in fact the X-Men movies 
are some of my favorites. But it 
seems that ever since those 
mutants turned into movie gold, 
every other week another comic 
book turned movie is opening. 
This week it’s “Hellboy,” next 
it’s “The Punisher,” and we have 
a summer full of them ahead of 
us. 

That said, “Hellboy” isn’t 
horrible. It’s just not great, either. 
Perhaps its greatest downfall is 
simply that it gets lumped in with 
all these other mediocre comic 
book movies known for amazing 
special effects, decent acting and 
abbreviated plot lines. 

The far-fetched plotline of 
this movie is pure conspiracy the- 
ory gold — in 1944, Nazis teamed 
up with a resurrected Rasputin 
and his team of bad guys to open 
up the gates of hell. American 
soldiers save the day, closing the 
portal before ancient chaos is 
unleashed, but not before a little 
demon with a gigantic right hand 
sneaks out. That demon is 
Hellboy, and his giant rock arm — 
the “right hand of doom” — which 
he uses to smash just about 
everything. 

The Americans adopt and 
raise Hellboy and use him, as 
well as a super-smart amphibian 
named Abe Sapien, to counter 
attack other paranormal crea- 
tures. The movie picks up with 
Hellboy and Abe being sent after 
a slimy tentacled creature known 
as a hellhound. Every time 
Hellboy kills him, two more are 
born. Eventually they lead him to 
the once-again resurrected 
Rasputin, still bent on opening 
the portal to hell and unleashing 
the apocalypse. 


But it gets more complicated 





“Hellboy” 

Director: Guillermo del Toro 
Writers: Mike Mignola and 
Guillermo del Toro 

Starring: Ron Perlman, Selma Blair 
Rating: 7 out of 10 


than that. Enter a romantic love 
interest. Selma Blair plays the 
fire starter Liz Sherman. Deeply 
troubled by her inability to con- 
trob her pyro powers, Sherman 
checks herself into a mental hos- 
pital to get away. But Hellboy 
loves the girl (demons age slow- 
er than humans, so he’s really 
just a horny 20-something guy 
with, well, horns) and goes out of 
his way to try to win her back. 

The best part of the movie is 
by far the character of Hellboy. 
Ron Perlman has never looked 
better than he does as the well- 
toned giant red demon with 
shaved off horns (he’s trying to 
fit in) who’s always puffing on a 
giant cigar or eating a truckload 
of pancakes. Hellboy is sarcastic, 
arrogant and most of all hilari- 
ous. 

Unfortunately, the rest of the 
movie is so undeveloped it’s 
almost painful to watch. We get 
quick glimpses into why we 
should care about Abe and Liz, as 
well the other supporting cast, 
but overall their characters pres- 
ent more questions than answers. 
Even the bad guys are simplified, 
Rasputin is a boring guy who 
wants to destroy the world sim- 
ply because he can. His lover, 
Ilsa, who never ages, has 
absolutely no personality nor 
explanation. His buddy made of 
clockwork who bleeds sand but 
never dies has no story. 

In the end the movie falls 
prey to a common comic-to- 
movie problem — how to fit years 
of comic book development into 
a 90-minute feature film. 
“Hellboy” fails at this aspect, 
leaving undeveloped characters 
and vaguely covered plot points 
in exchange for some awesome 
special effects and gory fight 
scenes. 











The Vines have barely evolved 


By Marissa Petrarca 
Staff Writer 


When The Vines came out 
with their first album, “Highly 
Evolved,” in 2002, many people 
assumed the band foreshadowed 
the future of rock ’n’ roll music. 
Their sound was fresh yet classic. 
They had the grunge of Nirvana 
mixed in with the softer songs 
reminiscent of The Beatles. 

However, the band was also 
criticized as being another “the” 
band. At the time, The Hives, The 
Strokes and The White Stripes 
were very popular. Each band 
was new and fresh, but they all 
had a similar sound. To many 
people, it was just another music 
phase like that of the embarrass- 
ing Backstreet Boys and N’Sync 
boy bands. 

But The Vines had talent and 
that could not be ignored. In 
their sophomore album, 
“Winning Days,” it is obvious 
that the band has not lost its 
musical ability. Songs like “F*** 
the World” and “TV Pro” are 
amazing. The guitar riffs are 
killer and the accompanying bass 
and drums will make your foot 
tap to the beat. 

Then there are songs like the 
single “Ride,” which sounds 
painfully similar to their first 
album. “Ride” is a great song, but 
so was their hit single from 
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Photo from www.thevines.com 


The Vines release a second album and fall into the “sophomore slump.” 





“Highly Evolved” titled “Get 
Free.” Both are catchy songs 
because they basically sound the 
same. 

This is the unfortunate 
downfall of the latest effort from 
the Australian-born foursome. 
The sound is exactly the same as 
their debut. In fact, it doesn’t 
even seem like there was an 
effort to create a new sound. 

I agree with the idea of not 
fixing something if it isn’t bro- 
ken, but I also believe in the 
notion of creativity. It seems as 
though the band was lacking that 
while recording the second 
album. 

The music is still tightly put 
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‘5th Annual 
Global Eyes Study Abroad 
Photography Competition 


People’s Choice Voting: 
rch 29 — Tuesday, April 6 


Awards Ceremony: 
Thursday, April 15, 4:00 p.m., Dailey Room, Durick Library 


together and sounds excellent. 
However, the songs lack any sort 
of meaning or message, aside 
from the last song, “F*** the 
World,” which states the band’s 
obvious negative feelings toward 
the world we live in, leaving it 
with a song that explains how fed 
up the members are. So fed up, in 
fact, that 14 of the song’s lines 
scream the title. 

I still hold hope for a great 
third album from the band. 
Perhaps this is just part of a 
“sophomore slump.” Having a 
lead singer with a unique voice 
and a band that can play really 
well isn’t going to last forever. 
The band still needs to find that 
creativity and the extra special 
something to push it over the 
edge. 
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Photo competition brings the world home 


By Alex Ostrowski 
Staff Writer 


Student photographs from all 
over the world adorn the walls of 
the Dailey Room in the Durick 
Library awaiting the final 
announcement of the winning 
photograph in the “Global Eyes” 
photo contest on April 15. 

This year the competition 
received a record 156 submis- 
sions, by 56 students. The com- 
petition started in 1999 when 
Kelly Cullins, director of Study 
Abroad, decided to organize the 
event. 

“I wanted the competition to 
be a forum that showcases where 
our students have been and how 
they responded to their study 
abroad,” Cullins said. 

The idea is to give students 
who returned from study abroad 
another way of sharing their 
experiences, because “how you 
reflect on it when you return is an 
important part of study abroad,” 
Cullins said. 

Cullins decided to co-spon- 
sor the competition with the jour- 
nalism department. 

“Kimberly Sultze and Jon 
Hyde of the journalism depart- 
ment were really interested in a 
photography competition,” she 
said. Cullins, Sultze and Hyde 
decided the structure and cate- 
gories that the competition would 
cover. 

Many college photography 
competitions, like those at the 
University of Vermont, allow stu- 
dents to submit photographs, but 





Photo by Gretchen Brinson 


Children put on their best clothes and pose for photos. 





J Be fae 
Photo by Jennifer Smith 
A girl and child in Kenya. 


not into specific categories. 

“The idea was to come up 
with categories that would be 
interesting for students, and 
would be in syne with what St. 
Michael’s is about,” Cullins said. 

The Global Eyes contest was 
then split into nine categories: 
People — The Human Spirit, The 
Land — The _ Environment, 








Photo by Katie Hatch 
A Dongba priest ritual in China. 


Creative/Artistic, Humor, Culture 
Most Distinct from St. Michael’s, 
City Life, The Essence of Study 
Abroad, and U.S. Through 
International Eyes. 

Students who returned from 
study abroad are allowed to sub- 
mit a maximum of three photo- 
graphs. Each needed a brief 
description of the artwork. After 


Patriotic cowboy ropes 


Vermonters’ hearts 


WOKO uses country singer Toby Keith's 
song to get messages to soldiers in Iraq 


By Jeff Morton 
Staff Writer 


Country music singer and 
songwriter Toby Keith is not an 
ordinary country cowboy. His 
patriotic and emotional songs 
have struck a chord with millions 
of Americans, and this summer 
he will be playing at the 
Champlain Valley Fair. 

While the show is not sold 
out, only seats in the grandstand 
are left and even these are going 
quickly, said George Rousseau, 
Champlain Valley Exposition 
director of sales and marketing. 

This will mark the second 
time Keith has performed at the 
fair. His first concert was in 2002 
and was a major hit. 

Rousseau said the 
Champlain Valley Expo’s book- 
ing agent, Variety Attractions, 
based in Ohio, specializes in 
booking entertainment for fairs, 
and while he couldn’t release 
how much it will cost the Expo to 


bring Keith to the fair, he said 
they budgeted close to $1 million 
for the concert. 

“We try to reach a variety of 
demographics each year with our 
entertainment,’ Rousseau said. 
“The performers also reflect. who 
we are at the fair.” 

Keith was named _ the 
Academy of Country Music 
Entertainer of The Year. He is 
also the most successful country 
artist in 2003, with the most No. 
1 songs on the Country Music 
Billboard charts and the most 
albums sold. Keith has had 16 
No. | hits, and sales for his latest 
album total more than $13.5 mil- 
lion. 

Keith has also been receiv- 
ing national attention for his lat- 
est album, “Shock’n Y’all,” 
which features his No. | single, 
“American Soldier.” The album 
has become popular among many 
Americans because of the patriot- 
ism Keith shows in his lyrics to 
soldiers who are fighting in Iraq. 


Chris Reed, a DJ for WOKO, 
Vermont’s most popular country 
music radio station, recently did a 
remix of “American Soldier.” 

Reed said he decided to do 
the remix for their station pro- 
gram, “Operation Dedication to 
Duty,” which airs every week- 
night between 8 and 10 p.m. on 
WOKO’s “Cryin’, Lovin’ or 
Leavin’” show with “The 
Cowboy,” Cal Daniels. 

During the radio show, some 
of the dedications that have been 
called in and edited throughout 
the day are played on the air. 

“Operation Dedication to 
Duty” encourages family and 
friends of soldiers fighting in Iraq 
to call the station and leave a spe- 
cial dedication message for their 
loved ones, Reed said. The mes- 
sage is then copied onto a CD 
with a specially selected country 
music song dedicated to that sol- 
dier. Once the CD is made, it is 
sent to the Vermont Army 
National Guard so it can be 





being submitted, three finalists 
were chosen for each category. 

Category winners will 
receive a prize of $25, while best 
in show and people’s choice win- 
ners receive $50. 

This year, judges are psy- 
chology professor Barry 
Krikstone, religious studies pro- 
fessor Joe Kroger, architect and 
award-winning photographer 
Tom Cullins, Dana _ vander- 
Heyden, Burlington Free Press 
photographer Peter Huoppi and 
journalism professors Hyde and 
Sultze. 

Junior David Davis is one of 
the many finalists whose artwork 
is on display in the Dailey Room. 
Davis studied in Cholula, 
Mexico, during the fall semester. 

“The things I saw had so 
much history behind them,” 
Davis said. “I felt a sense of 
greatness and importance in the 
things I was seeing, and wanted 
to have something to remember it 
by.” 

After returning to St. 
Michael’s this spring, Davis 
wanted to share his experience by 
submitting three photographs. 

“[ didn’t know what to 
expect because so many good 
pictures were submitted, but I am 
honored that two of the three pic- 
tures I submitted were selected 
for the contest finals.” 

Junior Mike Orchard is also 
among the finalists in the compe- 
tition. Orchard spent a semester 
in Salamanaca, Spain, and docu- 
mented his trip with photographs. 

“By being outside every day 


Photo from www.tobykeith.com , 


mailed to the soldier in Iraq. 

Reed was surprised at how 
quickly the trend picked up and 
how important the messages 
were. People sometimes call the 
radio station back two or three 
times to change their dedication 
message because they want it to 
be perfect, Reed said. 

“Once I realized how much 
this dedication meant to people, I 
knew it was important to show 
their emotions, so I made a remix 
of Toby Keith’s Song, “American 
Soldier,” Reed said. 

Reed’s remix has gotten the 
attention of Keith’s DreamWorks 
record label, said Jen Ellis, a 
WOKO employee. The remix 
was distributed to radio stations 
all over the country and played 


and walking all over the place, I 
was able to see a lot of history 
and culture around me,” Orchard 
said. “I documented a lot of fies- 
tas because it’s a huge part of 
Spanish culture.” 

Orchard also heard about the 
competition after returning from 
abroad and decided to enter. 

“I wasn’t aware there were 
so many good photographers at 
St. Michael’s until this comple- 
tion, and I am honored that my 
picture can be up on the wall with 
so many other quality photo- 
graphs,” Orchard said. “It’s good 
to see what people experienced 
while abroad, and shows students 
what a great opportunity going 
abroad is.” 

Cullins also uses the photos 
periodically for things such as the 
study abroad poster and for the 
study abroad fair. 

A calendar is also compiled 
using the submitted photos, in 
what Cullins describes as the sec- 
ond part of the competition. 

“When you have the calen- 
dar in front of you, its amazing 
how you really read and look at 
the photographs. At an exhibit, 
you read the captions and look at 
the photographs, but it’s only 
momentarily,” Cullins said. 
“When you have the calendar you 
really spend time with it.” 

“Photography gives students 
a wonderful opportunity to revis- 
it their study abroad experience 
and. share it with people, and 


‘there are never enough times to 


do that,” Cullins said. 


Where: Champlain Valley F 


When: 7 p.m., 


Cost: $47.50 pl 
costs. Price incl: 





on the air, Ellis said. Because of 
the remix’s popularity, the radio 
station is now getting dedication 
calls from people all over the 
United States, she said. 

When families call into the 
station, they leave a voicemail 
message with the soldier’s name, 
and as much of their address in ~ 
Iraq that is known, followed by 
the dedication message. It does- 
n’t cost anything to call in a ded- 
ication. 

Keith is aware of the remix 
of “American Soldier,” Reed 
said. Reed is planning an inter- 
view with Keith on the air at 
WOKO when he comes to the 


Champlain Valley Fair this sum- 


mer. 


.. -around Paris and»into:London. A 
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The Da Vinci controversy | 


Religious studies professor Jeffrey Trumbower talks about the facts 
and fiction behind the best selling novel ‘The Da Vinci Code’ 


By Colleen Rainsford 
Staff Writer 


According to author Dan 
Brown, everything he writes 
about in his fictional novel “The 
Da Vinci Code” is based in facts. 
He prefaces the book by saying 
“All descriptions of artwork, 
architecture, documents and 
secret rituals in this novel are 
accurate.” The book has sparked 
controversy around the globe 
about how “true” these facts real- 
ly are. - 

But religious studies profes- 
sor Jeffrey Trumbower disagreed 
in a recent talk. While the book 
has biblical facts in it, 
Trumbower said, there is also 
many liberties taken and exagger- 
ations made. 

Trumbower's talk drew more 
than a hundred people to Cheray 
101 lecture hall on March 30. 
The audience consisted of stu- 
dents, faculty, staff and the gener- 
al public who came to hear more 
about this chart-topping mystery. 


The book 

“The Da Vinci Code” is a 
murder mystery that begins in the 
Louvre in Paris and winds its way 


Harvard symbologist and 
Parisian cryptologist team up to 
solve a puzzling mystery about 
secret societies, the Holy Grail 
and Leonardo Da Vinci paintings. 

“IT decided to give the talk 
because I could hardly walk 
across campus without people 
asking me what I thought of the 
claims in ‘The Da Vinci Code,’” 
Trumbower said. 

The book was a phenome- 
non, a great thriller and a fun 
read, as well as a very valuable 
novel, Trumbower said. He is 
pleased that the book has inspired 
many readers to think more about 
the church and has sparked inter- 
est in scholarship of early 
Christianity and the Middle Ages. 

The novel debuted at the top 
of the New York Times Best 
Seller List more than a year ago 
and has since hit the No. 1 spot 
on every major best seller list in 
the country. With more than 6.5 
million copies in print, the book 
remains popular all over the 
world with translations in more 
than 40 languages. 

Trumbower’s talk focused 
on chapters 55 and 58 of the 
book, in which many of the early 
Christianity “facts” are discussed 
among the characters. His knowl- 
edge comes from 21 years of 
researching the field of biblical 
and early Christian studies, 
including 15 years of teaching 
and writing on the subject. 


Chapter 55: Gospels 

In chapter 55, Sir Leigh 
Teabing, a so-called biblical 
scholar in the book, says more 
than 80 gospels were considered 
for the New Testament but only 


in fe 


A NOVEL 





Photo from www.blockhead.com 


The book that sparked controversy, “The Da Vinci Code,’ by Dan 
Brown, has enjoyed more than a year on the New York Times Best Seller 
List. Professor Jeffrey Trumbower, head of the religious studies depart- 
ment and a biblical scholar, held a talk about the book to help clarify 
the book’s biblical background and pointed out the truth, as well as the 
exaggerations, in the fictional mystery novel. 


four were chosen — Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and _ John. 
Trumbower said while there is 
some truth behind that statement, 
it is an exaggeration. Only 31 
other gospels are known, 
Trumbower said. 

“Some of them survived 
largely intact, others very frag- 
mentary. There were many 
gospels written, but none of them 
from the lifetime of Jesus. All of 
them were products of at least 30, 
40, even more years after the 
time of Jesus,’ Trumbower said. 

Teabing then explains how 
the few chosen gospels were 
picked. He explains that the Bible 
was collated by the pagan Roman 
emperor Constantine the Great. 
This is false, Trumbower said. In 
the book, Brown has his charac- 
ter Teabing making Constantine a 
major villain, saying he decided 
which gospels would be included 
and then ordered the rest 
destroyed. 

Trumbower said parts of this 
are true. It is true because some 
of these gospels managed to sur- 
vive. The Dead Sea Scrolls were 
found in the 1950s in a cave near 
Qumran in the Judean desert in 
Israel. The Coptic Scrolls were 
found in 1945 at the Nag 
Hammadi in Egypt. Both tell us 
more about the story of Jesus, but 
don’t go as far as Brown would 
like to think. 


The book claims the docu- 
ments speak of Christ’s ministry 
in very human terms, and 
because of this the Vatican tried 
to suppress their release. 
According to Trumbower, the 
scrolls don’t explicitly mention 
Jesus or early Christianity, but 
are helpful because they written 
during the same time period. 
Chapter 58: Mary 

In chapter 58 the focus shifts 


to the role of Mary Magdalene. 
Teabing claims the Holy Grail is 


- not the famed cup of Christ, but 


instead is a woman — Mary 
Magdalene. 

According to Brown, Da 
Vinci’s famous painting “The 
Last Supper” portrays Mary 
Magdalene as the disciple on the 
right of Jesus. It cannot be 
proven, however, if this person is 
intended to be a man or woman, 
because Da Vinci painted the dis- 
ciple androgynously. 

Teabing says that Mary 
Magdalene was wife of Christ 
and the mother of his child, mak- 
ing her the Holy Grail — or chal- 
ice of life. If this story were true, 
it would contradict current reli- 
gious beliefs that Jesus was a 
divine being. Teabing makes the 
claim that evidence of the Christ 
and Mary Magdalene relation- 
ship are everywhere in literature, 
art and history, a claim that 
Trumbower says is unfounded. 


rT) 
I could hardly walk 


across campus 
without people 
asking me what I 
thought of the 
claims in 
‘The Da Vinci Code.’ 


— Jeffrey Trumbower 
head of the religious studies 
department 


77 


“The church as a result need- 
ed to defame Mary Magdalene in 
order to cover up her dangerous 
secret, the role as the Holy 
Grail,” Brown writes. 

Trumbower stressed that no 
historical documents say that 
Jesus and Mary Magdalene were 
married. 

“Tt is not outrageous to claim 
that Jesus was not celibate. It is 
also possible that he was married, 
but it is not documented, either,” 
Trumbower said. 

Brown includes a passage 
from the Gospel of Philip to sup- 
port his claims of a relationship. 
between Mary Magdalene and 
Jesus. The quote from Philip was 
documented accurately, 
Trumbower said, except for one 
small part. Found in the Nag 
Hammadi, a collection of 13 
books, the Gospel of Philip is not 
complete. 

Because the gospels are so 
old, Trumbower said, ants have 
eaten holes in parts of the text so 
there will be a word missing here 
or there, in this case, at a very 
important place. Brown takes the 
liberty of filling in the holes. 
What is written in “The Da Vinci 
Code” is “the companion of the 
Savior is Mary Magdalene. 
Christ loved her more than all the 
disciples and used to kiss her on 
the mouth.” 

Trumbower then read the 
original passage to the audience 
omitting the word mouth. 
Unfortunately, he said, an ant ate 
that particular word and Brown 
assumed the kiss is on the mouth, 
which is in agreement with what 
the scholars have inserted, too. 

“Who knows? It may have 
been much more salacious. I 
don’t know,” Trumbower said. 

Trumbower went on to 
explain how Mary Magdalene 
played a role as one of Jesus’s 
favored disciples, but it is unclear 
if there was more to the relation- 
ship. Trumbower discussed the 
Gospel of Mary, a recent find that 
is believed to have been written 
by Mary Magdalene herself. This 
gospel also shows that Mary and 
Jesus had a close relationship and 
that she was often privy to infor- 
mation and insights that other 
disciples were not, but it does not 
make any reference to a marriage 


between them. 


The audience reacts 

Trumbower’s talk clarified 
many parts of the book that 
seemed too good to be true and 
impressed members of the audi- 
ence. Mary Alexandrides,78, of 
South Burlington, came to hear 
the talk with her daughter, who 
saw an advertisement in Seven 
Days. 

“T first heard about the book 
in the New York Times. I thought 
the book was brilliant and I 
couldn’t set it down. This was a 
good discussion to come to,” 
Alexandrides said. 

“T thought (the talk) was 
wonderful. He was very humor- 
ous. I really, truly enjoyed it,” 
Alexandrides said. “It was very 
interesting, and it was actually 
fun!” 

Trumbower’s talk disap- 
pointed some people because he 
focused only on the historical 
biblical facts. Many questions 
were raised about the Holy Grail 
and the Opus Dei, a controversial 
Catholic group in the book. 
Trumbower did not answer any 
of these questions because this 
was not part of his area of expert- 
ise. mues 
Junior Rachel Lamothe said 
she read “The Da Vinci Code” 
when it first came out. 

“T loved the book. The whole 
story line was exciting to read,” 
Lamothe said. She heard about 
the talk through e-mail and her 
religious studies teacher, but was 
disappointed with the focus of the 
talk. “I wanted to hear more 
about the art and the Opus Dei. 
He explained the Mary 
Magdalene part much better.” 

James Conley, a professor in 
the classics department, said the 
relaxed atmosphere and the large 
number of people at the talk was 
impressive. Conley liked how the 
talk drew people the school and 
the community at large. 

“I thought the book was 
excellent,” Conley said. “It had a 
fascinating perspective. I have 
been to some of the sites and 
could get a feel of what’s going 
on. I couldn’t put it down, a real 
page-turner,” Conley said. “The 
truth behind the text drew people. 
It was good to have clarification 
of both the book and the talk.” 


Additional reporting by Abby 
Sweetser, A&E editor. 


HOUSES 
FOR RENT 


Essex, close to SMC 


$395 per month 


plus utilities per student 


3-, 4- or 5-bedroom houses with hard- 
wood floors. Ready May 1 and June 1. 


Call 879-0333 for more info. 
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| St. Michael’s students hike 
Grand Canyon over break 


<e 









All photos courtesy of Todd Wright 
Group leader Todd Wright takes 
a break to filter water. 


By Joel Lehman 
Outdoors Editor 


During spring break, a group 
of St. Michael’s students traveled 
to Arizona to hike 35 miles 
through the Grand Canyon. 

The group of nine students, 
plus Wilderness Program 
Director Todd Wright, hiked for 
six days, traveling about eight 
miles each day. 

The group traveled on the 
primitive Escalante Trail, along 
the south rim of the Grand 
Canyon. On the trail, the group 


had to face intense temperatures that often reached into the upper 90s. 
Because of that, everyone had to be wary of dehydration, pacing 
themselves carefully during the most arid stretches of the hike. 
Despite the heat, there were no major mishaps. 
“Nothing went wrong,” Wright said. “A few folks got blisters.” 
For some of the students, it was their first experience in these 
types of conditions, radically different from the Green Mountains of 


Vermont. 


“At night, with all the stars, that was really cool because you can’t 
really see them that well around here,” sophomore Michelle 


Miaskiewicz said. 

“Before we hiked down into 
the canyon, there were all these 
coyotes howling right outside our 
tents,” junior Faith Hubert said, 
describing what it was like to 
challenge the elements of the 
Southwest. 

“It was awesome,” she 
added. “It was my first real back- 
packing trip and it was intense, 
but I would definitely do it 


” 


again. 


— Eric Curley contributed to 
this story 


Lie 


The group of 10 was Zachary Vickery, Allison La 
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zarz, Amy Scudder, 


Cindy Richardson, Dan Sanchez, Ethan Bodin, Faith Hubert, Susan 
Criscuolo, Michelle Miaskiewicz and Todd Wright. 


Moving out sale 


The North Face Store 
U.S. 7, Tennybrook Square Mall, Shelburne 


985-3150 


w The North Face Store is taking 15 to 25 percent 
off all inventory this week only because it is moving 


to 210 College St., Burlington. 
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First Responder course teaches 
first aid and leadership skills 
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In past years, students have learned how to stabilize someone who becomes injured in the wilderness. 


SMC students get discount on course fee, 
and learn how to prevent wilderness injuries 


By Joel Lehman 
Outdoors Editor 


This spring, St. Michael’s 
College will offer a nationally 
recognized Stonehearth Open 
Learning Opportunities First 
Responder certification course, 
teaching students advanced 
wilderness care techniques in a 
variety of conditions. 

The 80-hour course will be 
held from May 17-28. The cut- 
off date for signing up is May 1. 

St. Michael’s students can 
take the course at a discounted 
rate of $350, plus an additional 
$150 if housing is needed. 
Wilderness Program Director 
Todd Wright said typically 
SOLO First Responder courses 
can cost from $750 to $1,000. 

“Tt’s the current standard 
for outdoor leaders, outdoor 
professionals and outdoor edu- 
cators,” Wright said. He also 
said ~ all St. Michael’s 
Wilderness leaders are required 
to be SOLO First Responder 
certified. 

“The standard for our stu- 
dent wilderness leaders is high- 
ly uncommon,” Wright said. 

Students learn a variety of 
skills over those 10 days. 

“We learned wilderness 
medicine and how to treat peo- 
ple using limited resources,” 
said junior Keith Rousseau, a 
wilderness club leader. 

“People don’t usually get 
hurt, but it’s always good to 
have someone that knows what 
to do,” Rousseau said. 

“(The course) has been 
helpful in a preventative sense,” 
said senior Mark Oldmixon, 
also. a_ wilderness leader. 
“Preventing dehydration, 
exhaustion ... preventing your- 
self and others from being 
injured.” He added that the 
course was challenging and it 
required some studying. 


nificant time investment, 
Wright said. Students are 
required to attend all activities. 
At the end of the course, stu- 
dents must show proficiency in 
the skills learned and pass a 
written exam. _ 


Those skills include every- ~ 


thing from cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation to blister treat- 
ment, from lightning awareness 
to how to make a splint. 

Upon passing the course, 
students receive a SOLO 
Wilderness First Responder 


card and an American Heart 
Association Adult Heartsaver 
CPR card. 

The most difficult part of 





“People don’t usually get hurt, but it’s always good to 


the First Responder course was 
memorizing the protocol for the 
different emergency situations, 
Rousseau said. 
Students are encouraged to 
pack appropriately for the 
wilderness training, with sturdy 


ixr 1) ane St te Site or cre yes “ut 
boots, rain gear anda headlamp. 


Complete packing lists are 
available at the St. Michael’s 
Wilder-ness Club Web site. 

The First Responder course 
is different from the First Aid 
course, which was offered April 
3-4. The First Aid course lasts 
16 hours over two days. There is 
no exam to become First Aid 
certified. . 








have someone 


that knows what to do,” junior Keith Rousseau said. The First 
Responder course focuses heavily on preventative measures. 
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HEALTH & FITNESS 





Weight lifting is essential for women 


The benefits of strength training include a faster metabolism and reduced risk of osteoporosis 


By Katie Neville 
Staff Writer 


Four days a week at about 4 
p.-m., sophomore Kim Fischer 
sets out for the gym to begin her 
workout. She starts off by run- 
ning two miles in about 15 min- 
utes. Then Fischer heads to the 
weight machines where she likes 
to work on her triceps and biceps. 

Fischer incorporates weight 
lifting into her exercise routine. 
Weight training is an important 
part of an exercise routine for 
women. 

Women who lift weights or 
want to, should not be concerned 
about creating bulky muscles, 
because women have a different 
genetic makeup from men. 
Although women are able to 
build muscle, they have difficulty 
bulking up significantly, said Liz 
D’Elia, assistant athletic trainer 
at St. Michael’s. Women do not 
have enough testosterone to gain 
weight as quickly as men do, she 
said. 

However, weight training 
gives women other benefits. 

“The benefits are building 
muscle, which weighs more than 
fat,” D’Elia said. “Muscle, even 
in a rest state, burns more calo- 
ries.” 

Building muscle is also good 
for women because at the age of 
20, women’s bone density begins 
to decrease, D’Elia said. Weight 
training helps to maintain bone 
density, and this can help to pre- 
vent osteoporosis later in life, she 
said. 

Lifting weights helps to tone 
and define a woman’s body. 

“Tf you build muscles and 
trim fat you'll see the muscles 
more and you’ll look better,” 
D’Elia said. 

Sophomore Adriana Montal- 
bano said this was one of the rea- 
sons she maintained weight lift- 
ing as part of her gym routine 
even after her ice hockey season 
ended. 

“My muscles are more toned 
after I lift weights, and I think 
that looks better,” Montalbano 
said. 

Montalbano was given a 
weight-lifting program by her 





2 


Strength training with the machines or free weights can benefit women. . 





Photos by Amy Weinstock 


First-year hockey player Melissa Gagne follows a weight-training program in the Tarrant Recreation Center. 


coach during the season and she 
chose to continue the exercises 
even after the season ended. 

She lifts weights three times 
a week, concentrating on her 
upper body by using free 
weights. 

Fischer prefers to use the 
machines when doing her 
weight-lifting exercises. 

It does not matter whether 
women feel more comfortable on 
weight machines or with free 
weights, because one will work 
just as well as the other, D’Elia 
said. 

“My advice is to start light,” 
D’Elia said. “You want to build 


” 


up. 

A workout chain that is 
becoming popular among 
women, is the weight loss center 
Curves. At Curves, women do a 
30-minute exercise program in 
which cardio and _ weight 
machines are alternated every 30 
seconds. 

The weight machines at 
Curves do not use weights, but 
instead work on a woman’s own 
resistance through hydraulics, 
said Susan Metcalf, an employee 
at Curves in Essex Junction. 

“You want to overload the 





muscles because more muscle 
means a stronger, faster-working 
metabolism,” Metcalf said. 
However, overloading the 
muscles does not mean adding on 
extra weight, it means working 
the muscle group quickly for 30 





| 3 MONTHS 
| UNLIMITED TANNING 


. seconds. 


“Thirty seconds is how long 
it takes the muscle to tire,” 
Metcalf said, “and it takes a 
minute and 30 seconds for that 
muscle group to recover.” 

Curves is designed so that a 


ALL AMERICAN FITNESS & TANNING 
1811 WILLISTON RD. = S. BURLINGTON 


865-3068 





muscle group is worked hard for 
30 seconds and then rests again 
for a minute and 30 seconds 
before being worked again. 

However,» because muscle 
weighs more than fat, some 
women do not lose weight. 
Metcalf gained a pound her first 
month with the program, but said 
that her clothes look much better 
on her with toned muscles. 

No matter how women go 
about lifting weights and work- 
ing out, D’Elia recommends 
changing routines to make sure 
the weight-lifting and exercise 
program remains interesting and 
effective. 

“Change your workout every 
four to six weeks to avoid bore- 
dom,” D’Elia said. 

D’Elia recommends women 
consult a physician before start- 
ing any exercise program. 

Fischer has followed weight- 
lifting programs before when she 
played on school sports teams. 
Now, she just uses the weight 
machines she likes and which 
benefit her the most. 

“I’m motivated to go to the 
gym and lift weights because I 
feel healthier and I feel better 
about myself afterwards,” 
Fischer said. 


3 MONTHS 
OF FITNESS 


e 134 miles from campus 


e Hot super tan! 


e New Bulbs & XL beds! 


e Open 24 hours 
e Ms. Vermont tans here! 


| ALL AMERICAN FITNESS & TANNING e 865-3068 | 


BUY ONE TAN 
GET ONE FREE 


MUST PRESENT THIS COUPON 
“SPLIT WITH A FRIEND” 


an 
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Wednesday 


Dance Party. Top 40 Dance 
Party with DJ Robbie J at 
Millennium Nightclub. Doors 
open 10 p.m. No cover charge. 
21+ 


Meet Thomas Jefferson. 
Jefferson historian Bill Barker of 
colonial Williamsburg, Va., as 
Mr. Thomas Jefferson comes to 
the McCarthy Arts Center. He 
will be introduced by Governor 
Jim Douglas. It is free and open 
to the public. Showtime 7 p.m. 


Karaoke. Show off your 
musical talent at Top Hat 
Karaoke at 135 Pearl. Doors 
open at 9 p.m. No cover-charge. 


Part-time Job. Vermont Teddy 
Bear Company is looking for 
part-time help. A representative 
will take applications in the 
Alliot lobby from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Contact Chris Cleary at 
Ext. 2547 for more information. 


Fitness Class. Spring fitness 
class in the Tarrant Dance Studio 
from noon to | p.m. Contact 
Amy Abare at Ext. 2631 for 
more information. 


A-Dog. A-Dog plays The 
Waiting Room in Burlington. 
The show begins at 10 p.m. 


Dance Lessons. Dance lessons 
in the international commons 
from 12:45 to 2:15 p.m. Contact 
Chris Lawton at 655-7773 for 
more information. 


International Coffee Hour. 
There will be an international 
coffee hour in the St..Edmund’s 
foyer from 3:15 to 4 p.m. 
Contact Jacqui Roden at Ext. 
2303 for more information. 


Asylum Street Spankers. 
Asylum Street Spankers, Cletus 
and The Burners play Nectar’s. 
Showtime 8 p.m. 


R.A. Training. Residential 
Assistant training in the Alliot 
Vermont Room from 4 to 5 p.m. 
Contact Grace Kelly at Ext. 
2248 for more information. 


Japanese Language Class. 
Japanese language class in 
Jeanmarie 375 from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Contact Vince Guy at 863-3587 
for more information. 


Haitian Drumming. Haitian 
drumming in the Alliot student 
lounge from 6 to 8 p.m. Contact 
Kathy Balutansky at Ext. 2640 
for more information. 


Salsa Dancing. Salsa dance les- 
sons in the Alliot Rathskeller 
lounge from 7 to 8 p.m. Contact 
Jacqui Roden at Ext. 2303 for 
more information. 


African Drumming Class. 
African drumming in the Alliot 
student lounge from 8 to 9:30 
p.m. Contact Kathy Balutansky 
at Ext. 2640 for more informa- 
tion. 


Business Ethics. St. Michael’s 
presents Business Ethics Case 
Competition. Oral presentations 
by six finalist teams include stu- 
dents from St. Michael’s, UVM, 
Champlain, Plattsburgh State, 
Potsdam, Clarkson and UNH. 
They will present before a panel 
of judges from 3:30 to 6 p.m. in 


St. Edmund’s Hall Farrell Room. 


Irish Sessions. Radio Bean 
Coffeehouse hosts Irish Sessions 
Wednesday at 8 p.m. 


8 
Thursday 


Lenten Service. St. Michael’s 
celebrates the Lenten Service: 
Rosary for Peace in the Chapel 
of St. Michael the Archangel. 
The service begins at 4:40 p.m. 


Will Power. Solo actor Will 
Power performs “Flow” at the 
Flynn Center for the Performing 
Arts. Tickets are $20 for adults, 
$16 for students. Showtime 8 
p.m. 


Antibalas. Antibalas Afrobeat 


CALENDAR 





Photo taken from www.johnbrownsbody.com 
John Brown’s Body with Ringbone play Higher Ground on Saturday, April 10. Tickets for the 
show are $12 in advance, $14 the day of the show. Doors open at 8 p.m. 18+ 


John Brown’s 
Body and. 
The Slip play 
Higher Ground 


On Friday, April 9, Higher Ground presents 


The 


Slip with Mackie Burnette and 


Panorama. Tickets for the show are $10 in 
advance, $12 the day of the show. It’s a late 
show beginning at 10 p.m. 18+ 


Orchestra play Higher Ground. 
Tickets are $12 in advance, $14 
the day of the show. Doors open 
at 8 p.m. 18+ 


Singing for the Actor. The class 
Singing for the Actor will be 
held in the McCarthy Recital 
Hall from 10 a.m. to noon. 


Ulu. Ulu with Quintus play 
Nectar’s. Showtime 8 
p.m. 


Massage Therapist. Massage 
therapist in the Alliot student 
lounge from 3 to 7 p.m. Contact 
Kim Swartz at Ext. 2667 for 
more information. 


Ballet. Ballet Masterclass with 
Russian Master at the Flynn 
Center for the Performing Arts. © 
The class is $10 and runs from 4 
to 5 p.m. 


Guitar Club. The Guitar Club 
will meet in St. Edmund’s 
Farrell Room from 7 to 9 p.m. 
Contact Rick Leggett at Ext. 
2632 for more information. 


Rock On! 135 Pearl rocks the 
house with Queen City 





Rock featuring Chia and Elliot. 
Doors open at 10 p.m. No cover 


"charge. 


Ballet Festival. Moscow Ballet 
Festival presents “Giselle” at the 
Flynn Center for the Performing 
Arts. Tickets are $27 to $47, 
children and students save $4. 
Showtime 7:30 p.m. 


Ladies Night. Ladies join DJ 
Robbie J at Millennium 
Nightclub. Doors open at 10 
p.m. No cover charge. 21+ 


Friday 

Flava. DJ Robbie J and DJ 
Toxic hand-spin hip-hop, R&B, 
house and techno at Millennium 


Nightclub. Doors open at 9 p.m. 
$3 cover charge. 21+ 


Fuzz CD Release Party. The 
band Fuzz will play Nectar’s at 
8 p.m. The party will feature the 
band playing some of their new 
music from their album to be 
released this summer. 


The Slip. The Slip with Mackie 
Burnette and Panorama play 
Higher Ground. Tickets are $10 
in advance, $12 the day of the 
show. Late show beginning at 10 
p.m. 18+ 

Will Power. Solo actor Will 
Power performs “Flow” at the 
Flynn Center for the Performing 
Arts. Tickets are $20 for adults, 
$16 for students. Showtime 8 
p.m. 


A-Dog. A-Dog plays The 
Waiting Room in Burlington. 
The show begins at 10 p.m. 


Johnny A. Johnny A with Aaron 
Flynn play Higher Ground. 
Tickets are $12 in advance, $14 
the day of the show. Doors open 
at 6 p.m. 18+ 


10 
Saturday 


John Brown’s Body. John 
Brown’s Body with Ringbone 
play Higher Ground. Tickets for 
the show are $12 in advance, 


$14 the day of the show. Doors 
open at 8 p.m. 18+ 


Spin Cycle. Hip-hop/house 
party with DJ Toxic and DJ 
Robbie J at Millennium 
Nightclub. Doors open at 9 p.m. 
$3 cover charge. 21+ 


Sam Kininger. Sam Kininger 
with The Feed and Appolo 
Sunshine play Nectar’s. 
Showtime 8 p.m. 


Up-close Magic. Christopher 
McBride presents his newest 
work with two shows at the 
Flynn Center for the Performing 
Arts. Tickets are $20. The first 
show begins at 5:30 p.m. with a 
second show starting at 8 p.m. 


1] 
Sunday 
Open Mic. Nectar’s holds open 


mic night at 7 p.m. Call 658- 
4771 for more information. 


Vermont Easter Jam. Vermont 
Easter Jam feautring various 
artists from over the state will be 
at Higher Ground. Tickets are - 
$15 in advance, $17 the day of 
the show. Doors open at 8 p.m. 
18+ 


Easter Bash. Special Easter 
bash at Nectar’s with Signal 
Path. The show begins at 8 p.m. 
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CALENDAR 





Easter Mass. St. Michael’s 
College celebrates an Easter 
Mass in the Chapel of St. 


Michael the Archangel at 11 a.m. 


Spanish Mass. St. Michael’s 
College celebrates a mass in 
Spanish at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Chapel of St. Michael the 
Archangel. 


12 
Monday 


Queer Lounge. Queer Lounge 
plays The Waiting Room in 
Burlington. The show begins at 
7 p.m. 


Stealing from Thieves. Stealing 
from Thieves with Cancer 
Conspiracy play Higher Ground. 
Tickets are $8 in advance, $10 
the day of the show. Doors open 
at 8 p.m. 18+ 


Cliff Street. Cliff Street per- 
forms at Nectar’s. Showtime 8 
p-m. 


13. 
Tuesday 


Thursday. WIZN and Sam 
Adams welcome Thursday with 
Poison the Well, Engine Down 
and Spitalfield to Higher 
Ground. Tickets are $16 in 
advance, $18 the day of the 
show. Doors open at.7..p.m. All : 
ages show. 


Nobel Peace Prize Winner. St. 
Michael’s College presents 
Nobel Peace Prize winner Jody 
Williams at 1:30 p.m. in the 
McCarthy Arts Center. 


Bluesday. Bluesday with Jim 
Branca play Nectar’s. The blues 
jam begins at 8 p.m. * 


Magician. St. Michael’s College 
presents magician Tom Verner, 
founder of “Magicians without 
Borders,” with a presentation of 
his trip to Haiti in 2003. He will 
hold a magic show to benefit 
Haitian orphans at 5 p.m. in the 
Alliot Student Center Vermont 
Room. 





Karaoke. Show off your 
musical talent for Top Hat 
Karaoke at 135 Pearl. Doors 
open at 9 p.m. No cover charge. 


A-Dog. A-Dog plays The 
Waiting Room in Burlington. 
The show begins at 10 p.m. 


Dance Party. Top 40 Dance 
Party with DJ Robbie J at 
Millenium Nightclub. Doors 
open 10 p.m. No cover charge. 
21+ 


Irish Sessions. Radio Bean 
Coffeehouse hosts Irish Sessions 


Wednesday at 8 p.m. 


Middle 8. Middle 8 with 


Blackthorn Wilderness play _ 
Nectar’s. Showtime 8 p.m. 


Thursday. WIZN and Sam 
Adams welcome Thursday with 
Poison the Well, Engine Down 
and Spitalfield to Higher 
Ground. Tickets are $16 in 
advance, $18 the day of the 
show. Doors open at 7 p.m. All 
ages show. 


Soe 


oS us 


Jemma, 





nursaay 


er 


Rock On! 135 Pearl rocks the 
house with Queen City Rock 
with Chia and Elliot. Doors open 
at 10 p.m. No cover charge. 


Ladies Night. Ladies join DJ 
Robbie J at Millennium 
Nightclub. Doors open at 10 
p.m. No cover charge. 21+ 


Raisinhill. Raisinhill with 
Nikolyden play Nectar’s. 
Showtime 8 p.m. 


Jedi Mind Tricks. Jedi Mind 
Tricks and A-Dog play Higher 
Ground. Tickets for the show are 
$12 in advance, $14 the day of 
the show. Doors open at 8 p.m. 
18+ 


The Bachelor. ABC’s “The 
Bachelor” casting call is at the 
Holiday Inn, Burlington from 7 
to 11 p.m. 


6 


praeeerat 


Friday 


DJ. DJ Cory or DJ Butch will be 
spinning the vinyl starting at 10 
p.m. at Ri-Ra the Irish Pub. 


Flava. DJ Robbie J and DJ 
Toxic hand-spin hip-hop, R&B, 
house and techno at Millennium 
Nightclub. Doors open at 9 p.m. 
$3 cover charge. 21+ 


RAQ. RAQ play Nectar’s. 
Showtime 8 p.m. 


Photo taken from www.fullcollapse.com 
Thursday (above) with Poison the Well, Engine Down, and Spitalfield play Higher Ground 
on Tuesday, April 13 and Wednesday, April 14. Tickets are $16 in advance, $18 the day of 
the show. Doors open at 7 p.m. All ages show. 





Cassandra Wilson. 
Contemporary vocalist and 
Grammy-winning singer/song- 
writer Cassandra Wilson per- 
forms at the Flynn Center for the 
Performing Arts. Tickets are 
$20.50 to $32 with children and 
students saving $4. Showtime 8 
p.m. 


A-Dog. A-Dog plays The 
Waiting Room in Burlington. 
The show begins at 10 p.m. 


> em 


Belizbeha. Belizbeha with The 
Invisible Jet play Higher 
Ground. Tickets are $10 in 
advance, $12 the day of the 
show. Doors open at 8 p.m. 18+ 


“pce 


= # 





Spin Cycle. Hip-hop/house 
party with DJ Toxic and DJ 
Robbie J at Millennium 


Nightclub. Doors open at 9 p.m. 
$3 cover charge. 21+ 


Chrome Cowboys. Chrome 
Cowboys with Starline Rhythm 
Boys play Higher Ground. 
Tickets are $7 at the door. Doors 
open at 8 p.m. 18+ 


Bootyjuice. Bootyjuice with The 
Inbetweens play Nectar’s. Show 
begins at 8 p.m. 





Open Mic. Nectar’s holds open 
mic night at 7 p.m. Call 658- 
4771 for more information. 


Tortoise. The band Tortoise with 
opening act Beans come to 
Higher Ground. Tickets are $16 
in advance, $18 the day of the 
show. Doors open at 7 p.m. All 
ages show. 











Ira Glass at the Flynn 
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Monday 


Open Mic. Radio Bean 
Coffeehouse holds open mic 
night at 7:30 p.m. Call 660-9346 
or sign up at 8 N. Winooski 
Ave., Burlington. 


Ira Glass. Host and founder of 
the public radio show “This 
American Life,” Ira Glass, 
comes to the Flynn Center for 
the Performing Arts. Tickets are 
$19 to $28. Showtime 7:30 p.m. 


Guta. Guta plays Nectar’s. 
Showtime 8 p.m. 





ae 


g 


Tuesday 


Liquid Lounge. Come join the 
135 Pearl crew for drinks and 
music. Doors open at 10 p.m. No 
cover charge. 


Damien Rice. Damien Rice with 
The Frames play Higher 
Ground. Tickets for the show are 
$20 in advance, $22 the day of 
the show. Doors open at 7 p.m. 
All ages show. 


Named By Strangers. Named 
by Strangers plays Nectar’s. 
Showtime 8 p.m. 


Contact The Defender for any 
upcoming events. 








Photo taken from www.barclayagency.com 


Host and founder of the public radio show “This American Life,” Ira Glass, comes to the Flynn 
Center for the Performing Arts. Tickets are $19 to $28. Showtime 7:30 p.m. 
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Purple sweatpants on Easter | [¢’s called a trash can, use it 
are never a good idea 


hen Easter comes to 
WV mind, I think of one 
thing: Looking your 


best for Sunday Mass. It’s all 
about wearing those light pastel 
colors which come into play only 
a few times a year and wearing 
some annoying Jerry Garcia tie 
that looks cool and ridiculous at 
the same time. It’s all about 
going to church to see who’s who 
in the 
commu- 
nity, and 
to say to 
yourself, 
Leeccan’t 
believe 
that he or 
she is 
wearing 
that. 

A Ss 
young 
adults it 
was a different story. Getting all 
spiffed up was the least of my 
concerns and probably yours, 
too. It was all about those stupid 
clip-on ties, dress shoes covered 
in dust — because they were 
thrown in the back of the closet 
from last year’s Easter festivities 
— and a pair of dress pants that 
only fit properly three years 
before you bought them. For 
some of us, it was a bowl cut that 
we loved, but had to get rid of 
when the Easter season was 
brewing. 

For once, though, I realized 
how important it was to dress up. 
For once, I realized looking 
respectful was better than whin- 
ing about pants that didn’t fit and 
clip-on ties that made you feel 
like an idiot. 

It all happened when I broke 
my leg in sixth grade. Breaking 
my leg wasn’t the issue; I got 
sympathy from people I didn’t 
care about and the ability to turn 
in homework late because I could 
pull the old, “I was in a lot of 
pain last night, so I didn’t get a 
chance to do it.” A downfall 
though, was changing my 
wardrobe. I couldn’t wear any of 
my numerous pairs of colored 
jeans, or those M.C. Hammer 
pants some of us had. What I 
could wear were sweat pants. 

On Easter Sunday of that 
year, I couldn’t wear my old pair 
of dress pants. I had to go to 
church that day in purple sweat- 
pants, partially because my nor- 
mal colored pairs were in the 





Michael 
Keltner 


Looking respectful 
was better than 
whining about pants 
that didn’t fit and 
clip-on ties that made 
you feel like an idiot. 


wash, and I thought it would be 
funny to roll into church on one 
of the most important days of the 
year wearing purple sweatpants. 
My parents were not pleased with 
my decision, but realized with a 
broken leg, there wasn’t much 
that could have been done. 

At first I thought it was 
funny. Here was a church with 
everyone wearing their Sunday 
best, and out pops a kid in purple 
sweatpants. Sure, I hated wearing 
dress shoes, pants, etc., but wear- 
ing purple sweatpants was begin- 
ning to lose its coolness very 
quickly. I remember catching a 
few glimpses of people laughing 
at me, as well as looks from the 
elderly with the expression of, “TI 
can’t believe that boy’s parents 
allowed him to go out like that.” 

I don’t think any pictures 
from that year’s Easter ever made 
it to the family photo album. 
Maybe the pictures were never 
developed, maybe the film was 
lost. I’m convinced the pictures 
were in fact developed, and they 
were never placed in the album 
because of my wearing of the 
purple sweatpants. 

The day I got my cast off I 
immediately threw away my 
sweatpants and made a pact that I 
would never wear something like 
that again. 

Maybe God was testing me 
when I broke my leg, and 
through his testing, taught me 
that dressing up on Easter is 
important and shouldn’t be 
frowned upon. 

So, if you go to church this 
weekend and see a young boy 
with a broken leg, wearing sweat 
pants, please don’t poke fun at 
him. Believe me, he feels as stu- 
pid as he looks. 


Contact Michael Keltner at 
mkeltner@ smcvt.edu 


Do you like to write? 
Do you have an opinion? 
Want to share it? 


E-mail The Defender or Columns Editor G.M. 
Faretra at defender@smcvt.edu or 
gfaretra@smcvt.edu. 

You can also call The Defender 
at Ext. 2421 





“gusted me 


mal sleep patterns. Beyond 
that, though, I never claimed 
to have consistent sleep patterns, 
either. The peculiarities of my 
own sleep- 


[= claimed to have nor- 





ing endeav- CYNICS 
ors gaveme ANONYMOUS 
an insight 

into the 

inner work- 

ings of the 

college the 

other morn- 

ing that 

impressed — 
me and dis- biFiztia 


at the same time. 

For whatever reason, I 
found myself not only awake, 
but also clothed and standing 
outside lighting a cigar in prepa- 
ration for a walk at 6:30 on a 
Saturday morning. As I stood in 
front of my townhouse in the 
200s, the scene before me was 
appalling. Bottles, cans, boxes 
and an assortment of other trash 
covered the ground. I’m not talk- 
ing about just a few cans here or 
there, but rather a sincere con- 
centration of alcohol-related 
trash everywhere. Now, I’m not 
a hardcore, save-the-planet kind 
of guy. In fact, I don’t usually 
give much thought to pollution, 
global warming, whales or any- 
thing else. But come on, people, 
it looked like a. garbage dump 
vomited smack dab in the mid- 


It’s Easter, 


aster was like Christmas 
BH: me when I was 
younger. My parents 


would hide my Easter basket 
somewhere in the house and I 
would have 
to find it by 
following a 
series of 
plastic eggs 
around the 
house. In 
each egg 
would be a 
note (from 
the — Easter 
Bunny, of 
course) hint- 
ing to where 
the next egg would be. 

The funny thing was my 


CALL 





G.M 
Faretra 


parents would use the same eggs: 


with the same notes in them year 
after year. And yet I would fol- 
low them around the house like 
it was the first time. I would go 
from the dryer to the oven to the 
pantry to under my parents’ bed, 
all the while my parents lay in 
bed laughing at what a silly hol- 
iday this really is. 

Today, my sister is playing 
the game and I’m the one lying 
in bed laughing at the absurdity 
of it all. When she was 7 and I 
was 17 I told her this would be 
the last time I would help her 
look for the eggs. I mean, she 
was old enough to read and 
could do it on her own. Besides, 
getting up at 6 in the morning to 


dle of the 200s. And I think I can 
say with some certainty that the 
majority of those who trashed 
the area didn’t live in the 200s. 

Now I know some people 
think it’s cool to walk around 
with a case of beer and practice 
the fine littering art of “drink and 
drop.” Actually, it’s not cool. In 
fact, ’'d go so far as to say that 
it’s low-class. 

However, I understand that 
some people might have the 
wrong impression of what leav- 
ing an empty beer, can on the 
ground does. Looking at the 
incredibly high count of beer 
cans everywhere, I can only con- 
clude that some students feel 
that leaving a beer can on the 
ground overnight will . grow 
more cans filled with beer. And 
while perhaps magical beer cans 
will do this, average discount 
beer cans will not. So for those 
of you who are trying to be beer 
can farmers, I suggest trying a 
new way to turn your old cans 
into new ones. It’s called recy- 
cling, and if you take those 
empty cans in, you can get 
money to buy more. 

I mentioned earlier that the 
scene that I found in the 200s 
had some form of redeeming 
value to it, and it did. I was not 
so much impressed by the fact 
that a bunch of apparently edu- 


cated people could be so utterly - 


thoughtless and dirty; I was 
impressed by the college’s com- 


mitment (despite the best efforts 
of its students to do otherwise) to 
keep this college campus clean. 
There was, shortly after dawn 
and long before any students liv- 
ing in the area were awake, a 
lone Physical Plant worker 
cleaning the 200s with a bag in 
one hand and a claw-like trash 
grabber in the other. This means 
that as the last of the late-night 
partiers were finally passing out, 
this poor soul was just waking 
up to deal with the aftermath of 
the night before. The Physical 
Plant workers and custodians at 
this school do an amazing job 
given the circumstances, and for 
this I would like to thank them 
all. 

We all have a responsibility 
to keep our campus clean. Now, 
I’m not talking about a scrub- 
bing of every nook and cranny of 
each and every dorm room, 
townhouse or classroom by the 
general student body, but a little 
common courtesy in the place- 
ment of empty beer cans would 
be most appreciated. 


Contact Edward DiFiglia’ 
at edifiglia@smcvt.edu 


not another Christmas 


look for plastic eggs wasn’t 
exactly my idea of a good time. I 
knew where the basket was, 
where it has always been since I 
was old enough to play the 
game, in my parents’ closet. 

Now, when Easter morning 
arrives, my sister doesn’t even 
bother to wake me up. . 

On Christmas morning, ’'m 
up at 6 a.m., if I fall asleep at all. 
But when Easter morning rolls 
around, I’m not up until after 10 
a.m. We usually go to Mass at 
the local church and have a din- 
ner with most of my relatives, 
but the excitement factor is no 
longer there. Obviously, being 
23 years old has something to do 
with it, but shouldn’t I be excit- 
ed nevertheless? I mean, it is a 
holiday and I do get something — 
usually a DVD or something 
from the ’rentals and a check 
from my other relatives. 

I think the problem is the 
holiday has become too material. 
I don’t really care whether I get 
anything for Easter. That’s why I 
don’t want to play the egg hunt 
with my sister. Not because I’m 
too cool or too old to play, but 
because we’re waiting to receive 
something. And that’s not what it 
should be about. Easter is a reli- 
gious holiday that celebrates the 
life and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. 

Now, I’m not a religious 
person by any means, but I do 
realize the significance of this 


holiday. Similar to Thanks-giv- 
ing, it’s a time to share with your 
family. Being in college, I don’t 
get to see them as much as I 
would like, and Easter is as good 
a time as any to enjoy their com- 
pany. 

Don’t get me wrong, play- 
ing the egg hunt game is great 
for my sister and for younger 
kids, but we should also learn to 
appreciate the people we have 
around us. 

I realize there are some of 
you reading this who will laugh 
and wonder why I would com- 
plain about getting gifts at 
Easter, but you’re missing the 
point. The point is that presents 
take away from the holiday’s 
meaning. Even if you’re not reli- 
gious, make Easter mean some- 
thing else to you. 

I treat it as an opportunity to 
spend time with my family and 
friends. The people around me 
do a lot for me all year, and the 
last thing I need is another hand- 
out. The only thing I need is my 
loved ones by my side and a nice 
ham. 

Of course, one of those 
white chocolate rabbits isn’t so 
bad, either. 


Contact G.M. Faretra at 
gfaretra@ smcvt.edu 
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Weekly Highlights 


Baseball tied Norwich, 8-8, in its 
home opener on April 1 to end a 
three-game losing streak. Junior 
Eric Libardoni went 2-for-5 and 
drove in one run. First-year 
Robby Barush scored two runs 
and walked twice. First-year 
Michael Frimodig scattered six 
hits over seven innings pitched. 
The team swept a doubleheader 
at home against Lyndon State, 5- 
4 and 6-5, on April 3. In the first 
game, sophomore Kevin Foley 
doubled and went 2-for-2 with 
two RBIs. Sophomore Kevin 
Koscso went 2-for-2 and scored 
twice. First-year Matthew Pierce 
won the game in the seventh with 
a pinch-hit RBI single to bring 
Koscso home. Senior Ricky 
Dailey pitched 1 1/3 innings in 
relief for the win. Sophomore 
Dan O’Connor pitched 5 1/3 
innings with one earned run and 
five strikeouts. In the second 
game, sophomore Kevin Haru- 
tunian went 2-for-4. Libardoni 
scored two runs and had one RBI. 
Junior Jay Colon and Harutunian 
each had two RBIs. Koscso and 
first-year Jack Owens each 
scored twice. Dailey pitched 1 
2/3 innings in relief for his sec- 
ond win of the day. First-year Ian 
Guertin threw two hitless innings 
with one strikeout for his first 
collegiate save. 


Men’s ice hockey senior Justin 
Quenneville played in the 2004 
ECAC Senior All-Star Game 
April 3 at Plattsburgh State. Head 
coach Lou DiMasi served as one 
of two coaches for the East team. 


Men’s lacrosse lost at St. 
Anselm, 8-7, in overtime on 
March 31. Sophomore Eric 
Libby scored three goals and 
sophomore Brady Boyle had two. 
The team lost its home opener to 
No. 7 Pace, 16-7, on April 3 for 
its third consecutive loss. Junior 
Ryan Lynn and sophomore 
Brandon Kobelt each scored 
three goals. Junior Brian Hing- 
ston stopped 11 shots. Lynn was 
named to the NE-10 Weekly 
Honor Roll for his efforts. 


Women’s lacrosse lost at No. 2 
C.W. Post, 19-6, on April 1. 





Photo by Josh Cooper 


Junior Eric Libardoni looks to get a jump on a pitch April 3 against 
Lyndon State. St. Michael’s swept the doubleheader, 5-4 and 6-5, in its 
home opener to improve to 6-9-1 on the season. 


Junior Lauren Piekarski scored a 
team-high four goals while first- 
years Megan Lagasse and Megan 
Rule also scored. Junior Jess 
Anderson stopped nine shots. 
The team defeated Bentley, 9-8, 
in its home opener on April 3. 
Piekarski had five goals, includ- 
ing the game-winner with 29 sec- 
onds. left, and one assist. The 
game-winning goal was the sec- 
ond in a week for Piekarski. 
Sophomore Kristen Palazzo had 
two goals, and Rule and first-year 
Kendra LaFauci also scored. 
Anderson made nine saves. On 
April 5,.the Purple Knights 
remained undefeated in the NE- 
10 with an 11-8 win at St. 
Anselm. Piekarski and junior 
Kate Hallisey each notched a hat 
trick while LaFauci and Lagasse 
netted a pair of goals apiece. 
Anderson stopped 11 shots. 
Piekarski, who was named to the 
NE-10 Weekly Honor Roll, leads 
the team with 24 goals, including 
18 in the last four games. 


Softball dropped a doubleheader 
to St. Anselm, 3-1 and 3-0, in its 
home opener on April 3. In the 
first game first-year Casey 
Brooks scored on a double by 
sophomore Meagan Newland. 
Junior Whitney Christmas 
notched two hits. First-year 
Meggan Roberge pitched a com- 
plete game with seven strikeouts 
and one walk. In the second 
game, Christmas and senior Beth 
Murray had the only hits for St. 


Women’s __..tennis 


Michael’s. Sophomores Raina 
Jensen and Kara Burrage com- 
bined to give up six hits and one 
earned run, with one strikeout 
and no walks. 


Men’s tennis lost at Bentley, 6-3, 
on April 1. First-year Andrew 
Bolduc and sophomore Thomas 
Wu each won singles matches. 
The Purple Knights team of Wu 
and first-year Will Benoit won in 
doubles. The team lost at 
Stonehill, 9-0, on April 4 for its 
third consecutive loss. 


_.defeated 
Bentley, 7-2, on April 1. Junior 
Shannon Bergin won in singles 
and doubles with first-year Cailie 
Burns. Sophomore Heidi Murphy 
and first-year Cara Bednar each 
picked up victories in singles and 
doubles matches. The team 
defeated Stonehill at home, 5-4, 
on April 4. The Purple Knights 
won: their sixth match in a row 
and picked up their conference- 
leading seventh NE-10 victory of 
the season while handing Stone- 
hill its first loss of the year. 
Bergin won her sixth No. | sin- 
gles match in a row, helping her 
earn the NE-10 Player of the 
Week award. The team of Bergin 
and Burns won in No. | doubles 
for the fourth consecutive match. 
Bednar picked up victories in sin- 
gles and doubles with first-year 
Elizabeth Clemente. Bednar was 
named NE-10 Freshman of the 
Week. 












__ Junior * Women’s Tennis: 


ATHLETE OF 


THE WEEK 






: Wi ning 


the regular-season conference champi- 








Stu Hedstrom 


Spring in Vermont 


St. Michael’s sports teams open 
season in less than ideal conditions 


I decided to brave the April 
showers and 40-degree temper- 
ature on the first day of the 
month to watch the baseball 
team take on Norwich. in its 
2004 home opener. I joined 
about 50 other spectators, many 
clad in ponchos and holding 
colorful umbrellas, for the late- 
afternoon game. 

The precipitation alternat- 
ed from a steady rain to a very 
light mist, but any possible 
postponement or cancellation 
resulting from the weather that 
day did not happen. Instead, 
impending darkness forced the 
game to end before its conclu- 
sion, with the game tied at eight 
runs apiece in the eighth inning. 

I found the ending unfortu- 
nate because the baseball team 
has only five home dates sched- 
uled for this season, some of 
which could be canceled due to 
the weather. In 2003 the team 
was unable to play on 12 dates, 
half of the season. 

The weather factor is a 
reality when playing sports in 
Vermont, where the forecast is 
as unpredictable as calling the 
winning lottery numbers. 
Snowstorms are not uncommon 
in April, leaving fields covered 
and seemingly unable to dry out 
until at least May, when the 
season ends. 

St. Michael’s spring ath- 
letes have to cope with the 
soggy fields, various forms of 
precipitation and cold tempera- 
tures. One way to deal with the 
weather of spring in Vermont is 
to have teams play a majority of 
games on the road. The men’s 
and women’s lacrosse teams 
are scheduled for 10 home con- 
tests combined. Softball has 
eight home dates, but all of 
these are doubleheaders. 

The men’s and women’s 
tennis teams scheduled seven 
home matches each, but most 
have been held indoors on the 
courts of the Tarrant Recreation 
Center. The men had all but one 
match inside this season, and 
all seven were held before 


in average yearly temperatures 
of 4 to 15 degrees. 

Luckily, the weather in 
Vermont was much better for 
the opening games for softball 
and men’s and women’s 
lacrosse, and for the baseball 
doubleheader against Lyndon 
State on April 3. The Saturday 
afternoon of April 3 had cloudy 
skies, but not a drop of rain. 
The 44-degree temperature 
allowed me to just barely see 
my breath, but I was not cold. I 
noticed several spectators in 
shorts. 

Baseball and softball play- 
ers all adjusted to the condi- 
tions by wearing long-sleeved 
shirts under their uniforms, but 
many lacrosse players did not 
do this. Of course, lacrosse con- 
sists of much more running 
than baseball or softball. 

In a few years, St. 
Michael’s will have an artificial 
turf lacrosse field. Obviously 
this surface will be very benefi- 
cial, as teams can play on it 
much earlier than on the grass. 
Middlebury College’s lacrosse 
teams start to practice on their 
artificial turf in February. 

St. Michael’s has a lot of 
construction going on now, 
such as the two new dormito- 
ries. This construction, along 
with more projects for the 
future, are part of a campaign to 
improve the college in honor of 
the centennial. The new 
lacrosse field is part of the cen- 
tennial upgrade and _ will 
improve the athletics program. 

The field is being financed 


-by the parents of a former 


men’s lacrosse player. Perhaps 
other donors would be able to 
come forward to help make 
improvements for other sports 
teams. 

The ice hockey teams 
would benefit from a rink on 
campus. Lights on Doc Jacobs 
Field would benefit the many 
teams that play there. 

If lever become rich, I will 
donate money for the construc- 
tion of an outdoor track. This 


: onship freshman year. April. track could pave the way for a 

High School: Lauralton Hall ses Vermont is not the only varsity track team at St. 

S In your free time: Hang out with state that has sports teams deal- Michael’s. The’ track would 

Major: Business administration friends, and keep active by doing ing with less than ideal weather. — benefit all of the college’s other 

tie gle pages Athletes in the Pacific North- athletes, as well, for condition- 

Name: Shannon Bergin . Started playing: At the — - Favorite TV show: “Whose 1 ine Is west must cope with the highest ing and other running work- 

Why chosen by Why SMC: I liked the school It Anyway?” amounts of rain in the lower 48 outs. The community would 

The Defender because it was smaller and had liber- States; portions of Washington also be able to use the track for 

Won against Bentley on al studies, and also because of the Favorite music: | like everything. get 145 inches annually. recreational running and walk- 

April | for fifth consecu- _ coaches for tennis. Participating in outdoor sports _ ing. 

tive No. I singles victory, Plans for after graduation: Nothing in Barrow, the northernmost 
helping the team win its Team strength: We’re unified and specific, just getting a job in my ~ town in Alaska, must be quite 
fifth match in a row. andes an ordeal, as residents there live 


close, like a family. 
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Scoreboard 





For up-to-date scores, 
call the SMC sports hot line 
at (802) 654-2SMC 


Baseball 
(6-9-1) 


4/1 
SMC 8, Norwich 8 
4/3 
vs. Lyndon 
W, 5-4; W, 6-5 
4/8 
at Southern Vermont (DH), 
2 p.m. 
4/9 


at New England (DH), 2 p.m. 


Men’s Lacrosse 
(1-4, 1-2 NE-10) 


3/31 

St. Anselm 8, SMC 7 (ot) 
4/3 

Pace 16, SMC 7 
4/8 
vs. Franklin Pierce, 
3:30 p.m. 

4/10 

at Southern N.H., 1 p.m. 


Women’s Lacrosse 
(4-4, 3-0 NE-10) 


4/3 
SMC 9, Bentley 8 

4/5 

SMC 114, St. Anselm 8 
4/8 

at Southern N.H., 4 p.m. 

4/10 

vs. Merrimack, 1 p.m. 


Softball 
(6-8, 0-4 NE-10) 


3/27 
at Pace 

L, 8-3; L, 3-1 
4/3 

vs. St. Anselm 

L, 3-1; L, 3-0 
4/8 

at AIC (DH), 3 p.m. 
4/10 
at Southern Connecticut 
(DH), 1 p.m. 





Men’s Tennis 
(2-7, 2-5 NE-10) 


4/1 
Bentley 6, SMC 3 

4/4 

Stonehill 9, SMC O 
4/7 

at Southern N.H., 5 p.m. 

4/13 

at Le Moyne, 4 p.m. 


Women’s Tennis 
(7-1, 7-1 NE-10) 


4/1 

SMC 7, Bentley 2 
4/4 

SMC 5, Stonehill 4 
4/8 

vs. St. Anselm, 3:30 p.m. 

4/13 

at Le Moyne, 4 p.m. 








SPORTS 


Young lacrosse team seeks consistency 


The squad has three seniors and 16 underclassmen on the roster 


By Rob Ticho 
Staff Writer 


The men’s lacrosse team 
started its regular season on 
March 18 with a new head coach 
and plenty of young talent. Under 
its new leadership, the team is 
finding chemistry and. gaining 
experience for young players 
with bright futures. 

The team is now 1-4 (1-2 in 
the Northeast-10 Conference). 
Three of the four losses were 
against Dowling, Adelphi and 
Pace, which were all ranked in 
the top seven nationally when the 
Purple Knights played them. 

The biggest change in the 
lacrosse program this year is the 
hiring of head coach Paul 
Schimoler. Schimoler has an 
extensive background in lacrosse 
as both a player and coach. He 
was an All-American goaltender 
at Cornell and later served as an 
assistant coach there and at 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. 

“Paul knows a lot about the 
game,” sophomore Tristan 
Bandoni said. : 

Schimoler is the school’s 
first full-time lacrosse coach, 
which senior captain Barrett 
Hyde said is a huge improve- 
ment. After having three coaches 
in the previous three years, Hyde 
said Schimoler will give the team 
the steady leadership it needs. 
Some of his teammates agree. 

“He (Schimoler) will turn 
the team into a really good pro- 
gram,” senior captain Doug 
Lawton said. 

The team is very young with 
only three seniors. This season 
will be challenging after graduat- 
ing last year’s two leading scor- 
ers Bryan Barletto and Kevin 
Duffy, Hyde said. Barletto and 
Duffy scored 57 of the team’s 
154 goals in 2003, and totaled 
254 career points. 

However, the next four lead- 
ing scorers all return. This group 
includes juniors Nick Calnen and 
Ryan Lynn, third in goals in 2003 
with 23, and sophomores 
Brandon Kobelt and Eric Libby. 
Calnen and Kobelt tied for the 


lis te ct see 


Junior \ 
debut for head coach Paul Schimoler. 


like Curley, left, looks to pa: 


Photos by Josh Cooper 


Above: First-year Ryan Tracy (8) brings the ball up the field against 
No. 7 Pace on April 3 in the team’s first home game of the season. Pace 
defeated St. Michael’s, 16-7, as the Purple Knights’ record fell to 1-4 
overall and 1-2 in the Northeast-10 Conference. Right: Junior Mike 
Curley has collected six points in five games, including four goals. 


second-most assists, 10, in 2003, 
and Libby was fourth in goals 
with 14. 

Sixteen of the 24 players on 
the roster are either first-years or 
sophomores. Some of these play- 
ers will play immediately and 
have time to gain experience, 
work together and hone their 
skills with a full-time coach. 
Lawton predicted these experi- 
ences will-produce an amazing 
team in the future. 

The men’s lacrosse schedule 
includes games against some of 
the top teams in Division II, 
Hyde said. St. Michael’s biggest 
competition comes from NE-10 
mates St. Anselm, Merrimack 
and Bentley. 

The Purple Knights’ first 
game was a 20-2 loss to then-No, 
7 Dowling on March 18. 

Bandoni said that game was 


not indicative .of the team’s 





s against Pace on April 





potential. The team was not able 
to practice much outside before 
the first game because of the 
weather, he said. 

The men also lost to then- 
No. 5 Adelphi, 15-6, on March 28 
in a game held at Middlebury 


College. Adelphi is a tough team, — 


Hyde said, and the loss wasn’t a 
negative experience. 

“A lot of positives came out 
of the Adelphi game,” he said. 
“We learned a lot of lessons from 
ttn 

The team shut out American 
International, 18-0, on March 26 
and lost at St. Anselm, 8-7, in 
overtime on March 31. The St. 
Anselm game did not sit well 
with Lawton. He said St. 


Michael’s should have won. 

In their most recent game, 
the Purple Knights fell to No. 7 
Pace on April 3 at Doc Jacobs 
Field, 16-7. 


Name 

Brandon Kobelt 
Ryan Lynn 

Nick Calnen 
Eric Libby 
Brady Boyle 
Mike Curley 


Name 
Brian Hingston 














This year the team is work- 
ing to bring its game to a higher 
level. 

“We are looking to be more 
disciplined this year,’ Bandoni 
said. 

The players want to finish as 
high in the NE-10 as possible, 
Hyde said. He said the team will 
be able to accomplish this goal by 
adjusting to its youthful team and 
playing at a more mature level. 


Men’s lacrosse statistics = | 


a 


Scoring - 





G A Pts*7 ag 
9 3 i2aa 
9 3 12 
4 7 11 
6 1 7 
4 2 6 
4 Soe 6 
Goaltending 
W-L Save% GAA 
1-4 0.404 13.02 





Note: Statistics are through April 5 





